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“Free at last, free at last ...”” Okay, 
Martin Luther King wasn’t talking 
about taxes, but his famous quote 
applies all the same. June 27 marked 
the passage of Tax Freedom Day in 
Canada. Since January 1“ of this year 
the equivalent of all the income earned 
by your family has gone just to pay 
taxes to the three levels of 
government. 

How did it happen that 
governments’ confiscate half our 
income each year? 

Read on. 

This issue of The Taxpayer once 
again details billions in wasteful 
spending, bureaucratic bungling and 
governments’ attempts to conceal the 
truth by weakening freedom of 
information (FOI) laws. 

How about a $2-million 
“contribution” to the cash-strapped 
Royal Bank of Canada. Or a federal 
laboratory in Winnipeg that went $34- 
million over budget. Or $4.8-million 
for “presidential style” travel like the 
recent “Tortellini Trade Tour” to Italy. 
Or $21,000 for a survey to determine 
how many Westerners would be 
willing to vacation in Quebec. 

And that’s just the small stuff. 

In the last issue of The Taxpayer 
we revealed that between 1983 and 
1997 Industry Canada had poured over 
11-billion of our tax dollars into some 
of Canada’s largest and most 
profitable corporations. Our work 
received praise from editorials across 
the country including the Ottawa Sun 
who wrote: “The Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation knows a boondoggle when 
it sees one.” 

In this issue we continue to probe 
corporate welfare by examining how 
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16 companies are doing when it comes 
to paying back their loans. It ain’t 
pretty. And, following up on a story 
we broke last summer, this issue looks 
at the Small Business Loan Guarantee 
Program. 

We also provide a list of more of 
the handouts from Industry Canada. 
You will be delighted to know your tax 
dollars are hard at work keeping green 
fees lower on golf courses, subsidizing 
travel agencies in England and 
supporting church groups in Alberta. 
This section is certainly not for the 
weak of heart. 

Not surprisingly, these issues of 
waste and high taxes are not confined 
to Canada and her ten provinces. Your 
CTF was the proud host of the Sixth 
World Taxpayers Conference (WTC) 
this past June in Whistler, British 
Columbia. Co-sponsored by the CTF 
and Taxpayer Associations 
International, the heads of 14 taxpayer 
organizations from 11 countries on five 
continents gathered for what was the 
most geographically representative 
gathering of taxpayer activists ever 
held. Non-partisan taxpayer advocacy 
continues to grow in every corner of 
the globe! 

The WTC also provided an 
excellent backdrop to recognise one of 
our own. Bob Matheson was presented 
the CTF’s “TaxFighter Award” — only 
the third time in our eight year history 
that one has been awarded. A resident 
of Edmonton and founding CTF Board 
director, Bob is a true champion for the 
cause of taxpayer emancipation. We 
salute you Sir. Rest assured that the 
fight to push back Tax Freedom Day 
will never end! 
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Psst ... Can you Keep a secret? 


by Walter Robinson 


he federal government exists because your tax 
dollars pay for it, and the information it has is 
also a product of your tax dollars. 

This past spring, John Grace, the outgoing Information 
Commissioner, submitted his report to Parliament on how 
open politicians and bureaucrats are with the information 
your tax dollars buy. 

Unfortunately, while governments like to take your 
dollars, they do not like to tell you how they spend them. 
Mr. Grace’s report paints a scathing picture of our 
public servants as they deal with Access to Information 
requests from the media, interest groups and the public. 

“A culture of secrecy still flourishes in too many high 
places even after 15 years of life under the Access to 
Information Act. Too many public officials cling to the 


put their obligation to the rule of law above personal 
fealty. Establish a work environment where ethical 
behaviour is rewarded. Ensure that the careers of whistle- 
blowers are not ruined. Penalize wrongdoers.” 

And most importantly ... “embrace a culture of 
openness which doesn’t shrink from exposing the inner 
workings of government, warts and all.” 

So will the government act on the recommendations? 
As can be expected, mum’s the word. The government 
isn’t ready to shed its cloak of secrecy anytime soon. 

Take, for example, the CTF’s recent experiences with 
Industry Canada. 

We laboured for eight months to uncover information 
on corporate welfare and still do not have a full picture of 
all the tax dollars doled out to some of Canada’s most 
successful and profitable corporations and how much 


old proprietorial notion that they, and not the Act, should 
determine what and when information should be 
dispensed to the unwashed public.” 

Grace goes on to state that the Access law needs 
strengthening - surely a slight understatement. 

“Tt (the Act) must be placed at the feet of governments 
and public servants who have chosen to whine about the 
rigours of access rather than embrace its noble goals; 
chosen not to trust the public with information that taxes 
have paid for. The insult is equal only to the intellectual 
arrogance of it all. The commitment, by word and deed, 
to the principle of accountability through transparency 
has been too often, faltering and weak-kneed.” 

Grace makes some simple but blunt recommendations 
to address this malaise. “Encourage public officials to 


they’ ve paid back. 

When we were not certain what to ask for, we were 
bombarded with demands for clarifications from the 
department. When we knew exactly what we were after, 
we were stymied with delays and excuses. Finally, we 
were buried in disks and paper. 

This secrecy and contempt for taxpayers is not 
confined to the bureaucracy. We need look no further 
than our MPs and Senators who cooked up sweetheart 
pay-raise deals in private for themselves, just before they 
jetted off to their constituencies or Mexican mansions. 
You see, Parliament itself is exempt from the Access act. 
How convenient. 

It’s time our Prime Minister, and for that matter our 
premiers, took a step toward restored faith in government 
by heeding Grace’s words.@ 
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More arts money 


The federal government 
recently threw $800,000 at the 
Montreal Centaur Theatre 
Company to allow it to com- 
plete renovations of its theatre 
building. Centaur 
Theatre has been 
in operation for 
nearly 30 years 
and has been 
using a 94 year- 
old building as 
its theatre for 24 
years. The 
Federal Office of 
Regional Devel- 
opment, which 
provides business subsidies to 
Quebec will provide $650,000 
and the remainder will come 
from Canadian Heritage. The 
theatre has also received 
substantial sums of taxpayer 
aid from various levels of 
government in the past. Ottawa 
has spent nearly $25 million 
on theatre renovations in the 
Montreal area over the past 
few years. 


Ottawa’s new army 


At present, the Department 
of Defence is the single largest 
department in the federal 
government. But its vaunted 
position at the top of the 
heap could soon be chal- 

lenged. According to 

reports, by the end of 
1998, Canada will have 
a new army. Revenue 
Canada hopes to have 
amassed an army of 


auditors whose sole responsibility will 
be to track down those people who are 
evading taxes. This 2,000 man/woman 
army will try to track down the 5% or 
so of Canadians who aren’t completely 
honest when it comes to paying taxes. 
Of course, if paying taxes was of real 
concern, Ottawa could 
try another approach. 

In 1988, Puerto 
Rico solved its prob- 
lem with tax evasion 
by reducing taxes, 
instead of hiring more 
auditors. In the end, 
their tax revenues 
actually increased 
without having to 
spend more tax dollars to do it. 


1,200 million pennies for 
your thoughts 


Prime Minister Jean Chretien has 
repeatedly claimed his Liberal govern- 
ment will not run the country by polls. 
This claim, however, has not prevented 
the federal government from commis- 
sioning polls. According to an Access 
to Information request by the Reform 
Party, the federal government spent 
nearly $12 million last year on polls. 
This included, among others, a survey 
costing $91,000 entitled “Career 
Public Servants: Past and Present.” 
The government spent another $21,000 
trying to find out how many Western- 
ers would be willing to vacation in 
Quebec and 
$142,800 
went to find 
out what 
perceptions 
European 
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businessmen have about doing 
business in Canada. 


Too much space 


Canada’s Auditor General, 
Denis Desautels, has just 
released a study of the con- 
struction of a $142-million 
laboratory for Human and 
Animal Health in Winnipeg. 
The laboratory is one of the 
most advanced in the world 
and capable of handling the 
most dangerous viruses known 
to man. According to the 
Auditor, the project is 12 
months behind schedule and 
$34 million over budget. 

The Auditor also expressed 
concern that the project was 
overbuilt at the outset. In May 
1991, it was determined that 
the building needed to be 
10,900 square metres in size. 
By August 1992, this figure 
had grown to 12,200 square 
metres and by 1996 it had 
reached 13,000 square metres. 
Though the size had increased 
by nearly 20%, Desautels 
could not find 
adequate reason to 
justify even the 
original size. 

For example, 
one department 

that moved into 

the new 
building 
received 
5,610 
square 
metres 
despite 


using only 2,500 square metres in its 
old facility. Another consultant’s 
report stated the group would now 
have twice the space of their US 
counterparts. 

Nationally, Health Canada averages 
about 54 square metres per profes- 
sional scientific staff while the Winni- 
peg centre averages 100 square metres 
per scientist. 


A broken record 


According to Statistics Canada the 
average Canadian family earned $660 
more in 1996 than they did the year 
previous. But once taxes and inflation 
were factored in, this increase was 
wiped out. 

A recent study revealed that the 
after tax income of average Canadian 
families in 1996 was $45,032, 5% 
lower than their take-home pay in 
1989. 

In 1996, the average Canadian 
family paid nearly $11,600 in income 
taxes, which is up 4.2% from the year 
previous. This does not include any 
increases in other taxes such as prop- 
erty and sales taxes. 

One of the major reasons for the 
increase in income taxes is bracket 
creep. In 1986, the 
federal government 
stopped indexing 
income tax brackets 
and the basic per- 
sonal exemption to 
the cost of inflation. 

In 1990, the 
average Canadian 
family paid 19.8% 
of its income in 
income taxes; in 
1996 they paid 
20.5%. 


Barres 
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What’s wrong with 
this picture? 


The Royal Bank is the 
largest bank in Canada. In 
1996, the Royal Bank re- 
corded profits of $1.4 bil- 
lion. At that time, it was the 
single largest profit of any 
corporation in Canadian 
history. How did they do it? 
They did it through lending 
money, through bank 
charges, through selling 
investments and, - in case 
you didn’t know - those 

record profits were also a 
result of a business 
subsidy from taxpay- 
ers. 


That’s right! As a 
result of an Access to 
Information request, 


the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
discovered that the Royal Bank 
received a conditionally repayable 
contribution of $2 million on April 
10, 1996. The money was given 
under a program called New 
FEDNOR provided by Industry 
Canada. 

Over the last 16 years, Ottawa has 
funded 87 projects under this pro- 
gram to the tune of $15.9 million. 
The Royal Bank was one of the 
single largest recipients. 

The loan was “conditionally 
repayable.” We don’t know what the 
“conditions” were, but usually they 
are based on the-success of a project. 
In other words, if the project makes 
money, the taxpayers get paid back, 
if they don’t “c’est la vie.” 

Those are great conditions, no doubt 
the Royal Bank jumped at the opportu- 
nity. We wonder if they offer similar 
loans to their customers?™ 
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by Robert Pauliszyn 
rom the people who brought you the “tax 

Pes of salads” comes another convoluted 

effort to explain how the Good and Services Tax 
(GST) applies to food items. In the latest instalment of 
the GST/HST News, a quarterly newsletter that highlights 
recent developments in the administration of the GST, the 
bean counters at Revenue Canada focus on a couple of 
favorite seafoods: shrimp and lobster. 

In “How the GST/HST applies to hot or cold cooked 
lobster,” the newsletter takes several paragraphs to 
explain that if the ready-to-eat lobster is sold cold, the 
GST doesn’t apply. But heavens forbid if that same 
lobster is purchased heated, whether out of a heated 
cabinet or sold hot from a take-out counter. That’s when 
the feds take their share. 

But what about the tax status of garlic butter? 

Here’s a question for Revenue Canada: if I buy a hot 
cooked lobster at the grocery store, but the service is so 
slow that by the time I leave the store the lobster has 
turned cold, what should I do - complain to the manager 
or apply for a GST rebate? 

In the “Tax status of frozen shrimp rings or shrimp 
boats,” Revenue Canada’s position is even harsher: 

Certain arrangements of prepared food 
(e.g., platters of meat or cheese) are specifi- 
cally excluded from the zero-rating 
provisions of the GST/HST. Therefore, a 
frozen ring or boat of cooked, peeled, 
and deveined shrimp (e.g., boats or 
rings of fresh or thawed shrimp) is 
taxable at 7% (15% in the participating 
provinces) as an arrangement of 
prepared food. 

Let me see if I have this right. 
Ready-to-eat cold lobster is tax 
exempt. 

Frozen shrimp, on the other hand, 
which obviously are not ready-to-eat 
(unless you enjoy shrimpsicles), are 
taxable simply because they are 
arranged in a ring. 

What if they’re arranged in a square 
or tetrahedron? 

Here’s another question for Revenue 


Canada: let’s say I go to the grocery store to 
pick up a frozen shrimp ring but before the cashier can 
ring it in I give the package a good shake so the contents 
are all jumbled - can I then claim it’s GST exempt? 

It’s good to know that the tax you’re paying on the 
shrimp rings goes towards producing such entertaining 
newsletters. And there are enough food items out there 
to keep the bureaucrats stocked with story ideas for a 
long time to come. Just think of all possible topics: 


* Picked Herring Vs. Sushi: The Tax Status Of Raw 
Fish 

* One Half-Dozen Or Six Of The Other: Bagels And 
The GST 


* The Deli Counter: Navigating The Grocer’s GST 
Minefield 
While it’s all very humorous, never forget that 

this is serious business for the bureaucrats at Revenue 
Canada. It doesn’t matter to them that the rules 
governing the GST are so Byzantine that it takes a 
newsletter to explain the tax status of frozen shrimp. 
If you miss one of the tens of thousands of GST rules 
or exceptions, watch out - they’Il be all over you...like 
garlic butter 
over cooked 

lobster. @ 
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“The project was A real turkey,” project was A real turkey,” 


Words uttered by corporate representative when Industry Canada approached the company about repaying its loan. 


last issue of The Taxpayer, the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
revealed that between 1982 and 
October 1997, Industry Canada (IC) 
had poured over $11 billion into 
some of the largest corpora- 
tions in Canada. 
Nearly half this money, 
$4.1 billion, was provided 
through loans that came 
in a variety of forms 
such as repayable 
contributions or 
conditionally 
repayable contri- 
butions. 
As the CTF’s 
Federal Director 
Walter 
Robinson 
worked 
on 


by Dean Smith 
DS haters a “real turkey” 
could be used to describe 
the last 16 years of government 
subsidies to business. 
In the 


the project, rumours swirled around 
Ottawa that Industry Canada was 
having a difficult time getting some 
of these huge corporations to pay 
back their loans. 

“We heard about a report that had 
been prepared looking at how well 
16 of the larger businesses were 
doing when it came to paying back 
their loans. They were all pounding 
at the government’s doors to get the 
money, but when it came time to pay 
it back, things became strangely 
quiet,” Robinson said. 

Five months ago the CTF made 
an Access to Information request to 
get a copy of this report. 

The report focused on the 
numerous loans each of these 
companies received under two 
programs, the Defence Industry 
Productivity Program (DIPP) and 

Technology Partnerships Canada 

(TPC). In both programs, the 

loans only had to be paid back if 
the corporation made money. 
Sometimes the repayment terms 
were based on royalties from any 
sales as a result of 
the project. Even 
then, there was often 
a provision that this 
only kicked in once 
the company had 
recovered all its costs. 


Another interesting provision 
often used stated the company only 
had to pay back the loan once it 
made a “fair and reasonable profit.” 

These “fair and reasonable profit” 
loans are a taxpayer’s worst night- 
mare. In very few cases were these 
loans ever repaid. 

“Tt took four and a half months to 
get the report,” Robinson said, “and 
when I finally got it some official 
had gone through the hundreds of 
pages and removed any mention of a 
business’ name or any identifying 
information.” 

“But on one page they missed 
crossing out the name of Bombar- 
dier, which received hundreds of 
millions of dollars over the past 16 
years, but only paid back 5% of the 
money borrowed from taxpayers.” 
Though Bombardier was caught 
red-faced with its hand in the 
cookie jar, the company was 
clearly unrepentant. Bombardier 
Chairman Laurent Beaudoin 
publicly criticized the CTF for 
exposing these massive taxpayer 
subsidies. Beaudoin even had the 
gall to suggest that aerospace 
needed more taxpayer dollars, not 
less. 

There are a number of reasons 


why these loans aren’t being paid 
back. Sometimes it’s the business’ 
fault, sometimes it isn’t. But in the 
end, it always seems to fall into the 
lap of IC officials. 


Company evasiveness 


| ei year, these companies 
are required to report to the 


government any sales that occurred. 
(Repayment terms are often based on 
royalties or profits.) Of the 16 
corporations looked at in this report, 
only two consistently reported annual 
sales and paid the required royalties 
on time. 

In the case of the remaining 14, 
the auditors used words such as 
“uncooperative, “ negligent” and 
“evasive” to describe the companies’ 
reporting efforts. 

It was common for businesses to 
faithfully send in their reports when 
there were no profits or sales to 
report, but when their financial 
pictures improved the reports would 
stop coming in. 

One company refused to provide 
sales reports for eight years, despite 
repeated insistence by Industry 
Canada officials. 


Presuming an interest rate of 8% 
the auditors said that IC’s failure to 
collect royalties would result in the 
taxpayers’ return being cut in half 
every five years. On one project, 
delayed repayments cost taxpayers 
nearly 50% of the original loan. 
“Sure you want to blame the 
companies,” Robinson said, “and 
certainly there is some merit to 
this. But the fact still remains, 
even though these corporations 
were refusing to provide annual 
reports, Industry Canada just kept 
lending them more and more of our 
tax dollars.” 

“Essentially, the government was 
telling these businesses, as a reward 
for not making any effort to repay 
your last loan, 
we are 
going to 
lend you 
even more 
money.” 

The 
following 
are some of 
the com- 
ments made 
by auditors 
regarding 
the repay- 


Four reasons why governments should stop 
subsidizing business 


The market should dictate business decisions, not politicians and 
bureaucrats, who are barely capable of managing the government’s affairs 
much less our economy. 


Disgusted with 
business handouts 


Corporate welfare is inherently unfair. Business Pp 
handouts create an uneven playing field, with tax money often being The House of Commons 
directed to politically connected firms. 


Ottawa, On. KIA OAG 
Corporate welfare creates a culture of dependency. 
Businesses become reliant on government handouts and expect a regular fix of tax dollars. 


Corporate welfare means higher taxes, and as the CTF’s 
report shows, it is taxpayers that inevitably end up footing the bill. 
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costs being assigned 

to another project 

late in the production 
run. Although these 


frospench TA coy: 


ment efforts of some of stated there had been sales. costs impacted repayment, IC 
Canada’s top corporations: ; b allowed the numbers to slide 
In other instances, the auditors through. 
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M@ “There are 10 agreements... drop in profitability. But the figures able loans were repeatedly being 
signed between 1987 and 1993 were never challenged. approved because of political 
which required reporting of sales Sas pressure from the 


prior to June 1996. In five cases, 
[company name omitted] did not 
provide any reports and in four 
instances it is/was late in report- 
ing sales and paying royalties (if 
applicable).” 


M@ “In 1989, a company 
“suddenly” stopped sending in 
its annual report. Meanwhile, a 
number of projects were 
showing “significant sales and ee 
or profits, as well as an a y| ws 
upward trend in sales.” ii conuattnsente , critics 


@ One company, in its 

annual report to Industry 
Canada, claimed it had not sold 
any product, yet in another letter 
IC had on file, the company 
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Minister’s office. Fred Bennet said 
that department officials were told to 
bury any comments or figures that 
would question the authorization of 
loans. He added that the department 
even approved loans when it was 
expected that the project would 
succeed even without the subsidy. 

IC officials not only broke 
government regulations by 
allowing these corporations to 
get away with not making 
annual reports, they actually 
nurtured this behaviour by 
continuing to lend them money. 

One auditor described IC offi- 
cials as being “too lax.”’ Another 
said, “IC should be concerned about 
the company’s inability to bring 
these material delinquent accounts 
up to date.” Apparently, in this case, 
Industry Canada just didn’t care. 

“Tt was clear from the outset that 
Industry Canada officials were not 
up to the task of debt collection. Yet, 
they gave your money away like it 
was candy,” Robinson said. 

But aside from the “laxness” of 
government officials, taxpayers were 
being taken 
to the 
cleaners in ote 
other ways. The 

In one 
instance, a com- 
pany with a royalty 
agreement provided 
sales figures on a 
particular project and 
asked the government 
to sign off on the 
figures--which they 
did. Though IC never 
verified the accuracy 
of the sales figures, by 
signing the document 
the department waived 
any further royalty 
claims on the sales, 
even if these figures 
proved to be wrong. 
The document also 
stopped Industry 
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Editorial, Ottawa 
Sun, June 6, 1998 


Canada from collecting royal- 
ties on any future sales of the 
product. 

Another time, when a 
company went bankrupt, 
Industry Canada never 
took the necessary steps 


protect taxpayers’ 
“investment” by putting liens 
on property and assets. 

One audit uncovered that a 
corporation received $17.5 
million for projects that had been 
terminated. This included one 
agreement that was signed four 
months AFTER the project had been 
cancelled. Yet no termination notice 
could be found in IC files. 

The auditors also questioned why 
the government did not press for 
loan payments when the profits were 

well in excess of what would be 
“fair and reasonable.” 
One consultant con- 
cluded that the need 
for Industry Canada 
to “challenge and 
analyse” the figures 
provided by these 
corporations “is 
obvious.” Obvious 
to everyone but 
Industry Canada 
officials it would 
seem. This 
includes the 

Minister in 

Charge of 
Industry 
Canada, John 

Manley, who idly 

stood back and 

allowed the waste 
to continue. 


1] 


The 
aerospace 
industry has 
been living off 
the avails of 
taxation for 
years. 


The turkey projects 


hen you must add into this 

mix the projects that simply 
failed. When IC officials inquired 
about one project, it was referred to 
as a “turkey”. Taxpayers shouldn’t 
expect to see this loan repaid any 
time soon. 

But not only were projects going 
bad but so was one company. But 
did that stop IC from handing out 
more of your tax dollars? Nope. One 
auditor noted that the department 
handed out money to a company he 
described as “shaky.” When this 
“shaky” company made money on 
one of its projects, the department 
did not to push for loan repayment. 


Conclusion 


A a result of these further 
revelations, Walter 
Robinson sent a letter to Canada’s 
Auditor General asking him to 
review these two programs and to 
the Minister responsible for corpo- 
rate welfare, John Manley, calling 
for the elimination of the DIPP and 
TCP programs. @ 
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by V.J. Schmit 
Italy represents the world’s 
5" largest industrial economy. 
According to the Prime Minister, 
sending an impressive delegation 
including himself, 12 Liberal 
Members of Parliament, a Senator (all 
of Italian descent), and 70 odd business 
people, would entice Italian politicians 
and businessmen to consider Canada as 
an attractive place to do business. 
However, aside from the Liberal spin 
doctors’ explanations, the taxpayer-funded four day tour 
of Italy was exactly what it appeared to be... a holiday. 

Once they arrived in Italy, MPs were demoted to little 
more than stage props. The only official function they 
performed was to appear with the Prime Minister in 
L’ Aquiliala to watch a colourful ethnic dance. When 
Prime Minister Chretien and Trade Minister Sergio 
Marchi went to Milan where actual business was on the 
agenda, the rest of the contingent stayed in Rome. 

Rumours out of Ottawa peg the reason for the trip — 
incidentally thrown together in March — as a reason to 
reward backbench MPs for their vote on the Hepatitis C 
issue. While difficult to prove, it is the only explanation 
that comes close to making sense. 

Liberal Caucus chairman, Joe Fontana, made no 
apologies for his presence on the trip. “I don’t think 
there’s a Canadian out there who’s going to begrudge Joe 
Fontana $800 or $1,000 to go to Italy to be able to talk 
about Canadian business and creating jobs,” he said. It’s a 
safe bet Fontana wasn’t an accountant in his pre-political 
days. A four-day whirlwind tour of Italy 
costs more than $1,000. 

When the Liberals were in opposition ANeDA 
they wasted no time making political hay 
of former Prime Minister Mulroney’s | ; 
travel. Incidentally Mulroney’s highest 
travel bill at $2.95 million is still lower 
than Chretien’s lowest year of $3.1 
million, and far lower than the biggest tab 
the Prime Minister gave to Canadians in 
1996-97 of $4.8 million. Not the least of 
the critics was Mr. Marchi, who in debat- 
ing Mulroney’s approximately $430,000 
trip to Europe for GATT, said “People are 
tired of this Brian and Mila’s presidential 
style... Thank God it’s coming to an end.” 


les of traude\tranel 


The Mulroney era did end, but the politicians’ 
travel bug at taxpayers’ expense is alive and well. To 
their credit, the Reform, NDP and PC MPs with family 
the perk, questioning what 

would do. Unfortu- 


roots in Italy declined 
good their presence 
nately, it’s a ques- 
tion the Liberal 
politicians didn’t 
bother to ask.@ 


When guilty, cry racism! 


When the Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
criticized the waste of taxpayers’ dollars on Prime 
Minister Chretien’s trade tour to Italy, Joe 
Fontana, a Liberal MP from London Ontario, 
knowing of no other way to defend this inexcus- 
able waste of tax dollars cried racism. Why? Well 
apparently he took offence to our referring to this 
waste of tax dollars as a the “Tortellini Tour.” He 
felt we were insulting Italians with the use of this 
phrase. We weren’t. 

Only a politician could make the connection 
between food and racism. Call it the Bruschette 
Backlash! The CTF generated considerable media 
coverage drawing attention to the waste of tax 
dollars. Several major dailies and national news- 
papers wrote stories and it even warranted the 
following cartoon on the Financial Post's edito- 
rial page on May 22, 1998. 
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by Dean Smith 

ith over 100 

delegates from 

every corner of 
the world, the World Taxpayers 
Conference held in Whistler, BC 
this past June proved to be a 
great success. 

“We were delighted with the 
turnout,” said conference co-chair 
Troy Lanigan. “This was the first 
international taxpayers confer- 
ence held in North America and 
represents the most geographi- 
cally diverse gathering of tax- 
payer leaders ever.” 

The event was co-sponsored 
by Taxpayers Association Inter- 
national (TAI) and the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation (CTF). 

TAI was founded in 1988 
and is comprised of 19 member 
organizations in fifteen countries 
on five continents. The CTF 
joined TAI in 1992. Every two 
years a TAI member organization 
co-hosts a World Taxpayers 
Conference. The CTF was named 
host of this year’s event two years 
ago in Budapest, Hungary. 

The theme for this year’s 
conference was “Toward the 
Taxpayer Millennium” and 
featured speakers addressing 
entitlement, democratic and tax 
reform along with taxpayer 
campaigns and activities around 
the world. 
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Speakers such as Cynthia 
Ramsay of the Fraser Institute 
spoke of the impact shifting 
demographics will have on our 
medicare system. Currently, 
today’s medical bills are paid by 
today’s taxpayers. However, 
because people are living longer, 
our rapidly aging population will 
put an increasingly heavier 
demand on our medicare system 
with a correspondingly heavier 
financial burden on the next 
generation of taxpayers. She 
suggested a shift from the current 
pay-as-you-go system 
to a form of medicare 
insurance, where 
people would actu- 
ally set money aside 
to be used for their 
health care when 
they are older. 

Along a similar 
vein, Luis Larrain of 
Chile spoke of the 
radical change in 
government pension 
plans in his country. 
The government run 
pay-as-you-go 
system was putting 4 
huge financial , 
pressures on & 
taxpayers. Seven- 
teen years ago, the 
government priva- 
tized their equiva- 


14 


lent of the CPP and had people 
set money aside in privately- 
managed and self-funding retire- 
ment plans. The plan has been so 
successful that people are now 
eligible for pensions 50% higher 
than they could have received 
with similar contributions to the 
government plan. 

Others such as Alvin 
Rabushka addressed the need for 
a flat income tax. Under this 
system, everyone would have the 
same percentage of tax deducted 
from their income. But because 


Luis Larrain, Chile: The Chilean governme ivatized i 
; int privatiz ; 
government-run pension plan (similar to oh CPP) pag 
recipients are eligible for pensions 50% higher than 
what they would have received under the old plan. 
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to vote on future in most democracies around the 
increases. Fox world. 
announced that This year’s conference had 
despite the dire representatives from 14 tax 
predictions of groups in 11 different countries. 
politicians, This included representation 
bureaucrats and from the oldest taxpayers group 
the media, in the worid -- the Australian 
California hasn’t Taxpayers Association. The 
fallen into the largest taxpayers group in the 
sea because of world, the 440,000 member 
Prop 13. In fact, | German Taxpayers Federation 
it has allowed was represented by its president 
California to Dr. Karl Dake. But that still 
prosper and doesn’t beat the Finish Taxpayers 
. remains as Association which was repre- 

| widely sup- sented by its president Teemu 
| CTF Federal Director Walter Robinson answering ported today, as Lehtinen. It has an amazing 

, media questions at World Taxpayers news conference. it was 20 years 170,000 members, translating 

i aR RRR od ago. into 10% of Finland’s population. 

There were even celebrities 
in attendance. Benoit Taffin, one 
of the Mayors of Paris, was at the 
conference. She is chairman of 
the French Taxpayers Associa- 
tion. Royalty was also there, 
Prince Anton Eserhazy is presi- 
dent of the Hungarian Taxpayers 
Association. 

The conference provided a 
much needed forum for tax 


. Former 

there would be no or B.C. MLA and author Nick 
few deductions this percentage Loenen provided interesting 
would be considerably lower than _ discussion on the need to change 
the rates paid under the current Canada’s first-through the post 
system. The flat tax, he said, has voting system. The current 
support from the political left, system in Canada is unfair, 
because studies show that with- undemocratic, and unaccount- 
out the deductions, the rich pay able. Loenen discussed the use of 
more taxes. Those on the right, proportional representation and 
meanwhile, applaud the substan- —_ how varieties of this system work 


tial reductions in 
paper work and 
government bu- 
reaucracy such a tax 
would bring. 

Joel Fox’s 
address marked, 
almost to the day, 
the 20th anniversary 
of California’s 
historic Proposition 


groups to share 
information on how 
they are fighting 
common problems 
of high taxation and 
wasteful govern- 
ment spending. The 
groups also shared 
information on how 
they are raising 
money to continue 


13. This was a the fight for re- 
citizen-initiated law forms. 

which forced a The next 
politicians to roll suid World Taxpayers 


back abusive prop- 
erty taxes and give 
taxpayers the right 


Left: Frank Laarman - Secretary General of the Fr 
Association. Right: Benoit Taffin - one of the mayors of Paris and 
also President of the French Taxpayers Association. 


ench Taxpayers | 


Conference will be 
held in Berlin in 
September 1999. 
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limbers who 
( attempt to 
summit Mt. 
Everest speak of the utter 
necessity of extra oxygen. 
According to those who 
attempt the feat, a few 
hardy souls risk the craw] 
without bottled CO2, but 
most would find the 
journey impossible and 
deadly without additional 
oxygen to supplement the 
thin air at the top of the 
world. 

Similar to Everest’s 
oxygen bottles, After 
Liberalism serves as 
William Gairdner’s latest 
attempt to provide fresh 
air to those who would 
summit Canada’s political, 
economic, and cultural 
peaks. Mr. Gairdner, a 
former professor of 
English literature and an 
Olympic athlete, assem- 
bles a who’s who of 
Canadian conservative 
thought, throws in two 
American thinkers, and 
publishes their essays on 
everything from Canada’s 
history to the traditional 
ideological narrowness of Canadian journalists. 

The result is a book that challenges Canadians’ 
perception of their history, mocks the puritanical 
politically correct devotees ever in search of another 
“right-wing conspiracy”, and suggests a way out of the 
death grip that the Reform and Tory parties currently 
hold on each other’s throats. 

Janet Ajzenstat, a Political Science professor at 
McMaster University, smashes the arguments of some 
of Canada’s leading political philosophers (past and 
present) who assert that liberal democratic institutions 
— i.e. legislatures elected by citizens — have trouble 
promoting justice. She argues that their elitist conten- 
tion is philosophic fiction - not fact - and accuses the 
critics of a lack of historical understanding. “Together 
[George] Grant and [Gad] Horowitz... profess to 
explain Canadian history in terms of Loyalist con- 
servatism and the founder’s philosophy, but they do 
not themselves read the Loyalist declarations or the 
Confederation debates.” 

University Of Calgary Political Science Professor 


mul 


and Order 


Price: $27.95 
Reviewed 
by Mark Milke 


site jrdnet, mo. 
vdted William D. Gair 


After Liberalism 


Essays in search of Freedom, Virtue, 


Edited by William D. Gairdner 
Published by Stoddart Publishing, 251 


F. L. Morton argues that 
impatient radicals now ram 
their agendas through the 
courts, helped by a poorly 
written constitution and activist 
Supreme Court judges. He argues 
the Court’s interpretation of the 
Charter of Rights which, far from 
protecting the rights of individual 
Canadians, instead promotes the 
agendas of interest groups on one 
side of the political spectrum, 
funded by 700 million taxpayer 
dollars every year. Thus, the 
National Action Committee on 
the Status of Women is funded 
under the Court Access Pro- 
gram, but not REAL Women; 
radical environmental, labour, 
and gay activists but not pro- 
family groups or those con- 
cerned about property rights. 
The fact that Ottawa funds 
interest groups which the Su- 
preme Court then favours over 
and above individual Canadians 
was amply demonstrated by the 1991 
Lavigne decision. There, the Court 
penalized an Ontario college professor 
who objected to his union dues being 
forcibly collected and then distributed to 
political causes with which he disagreed. The 
Court ruled against the professor and, with breathtak- 
ing arrogance, assigned the legal bills of the labour 
union intervenors — over $600,000 — to Mr. Lavigne. 
The message was clear - individual Canadians with 
politically incorrect causes need not apply for Charter 
protection. Those that do will be fined. Morton’s essay 
attacks what he calls the “myth of constitutional 
supremacy and the rule of law.” “The reality,” asserts 
Prof. Morton, “{is] judicial supremacy and the rule of 
lawyers.” 

Other essays in the book bring up the Quebec 
question and how to divide the federal debt if a break- 
up ever occurs (Scott Reid); the family and the wel- 
fare state (Allan Carlson); why electoral reform 
matters (Stephen Harper and Tom Flanagan); and a 
piece by Calgary Herald columnist Peter Stockland, 
full of insight, but not something I would want to lug 
to the top of Everest. The weight of the piece would 
sink through a diamond-tough glacier. 

Making numbers fun is not easy. (Most bean 
counters fail miserably). But the Fraser Institute’s 
Michael Walker clearly enjoys himself in “What’s 
Right, Who’s Left and What’s Leftover.” So will the 
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reader. Mr. Walker tells of the Institute’s early days the Institute’s office. But then again, if one agrees 
where, after explaining its purpose — redirecting with F. L. Morton who asserts that “ideas matter,” 
public attention to the role of competitive markets - a maybe those who question conventional wisdom 
Vancouver Sun business journalist wrote “the Fraser should expect as much from some in the media, 
Institute will be an intellectual wing of the Klu Klux academia, and political class who prefer to preach 
Klan.” tolerance rather than live it. Speaking of intellec- 

One would think that the simple questioning of tual tolerance, no one will agree with everything in 
the state’s proper role should not engender name- After Liberalism - some will despise it - but strap 
calling, death threats, and the occasional bomb at on the oxygen, this book is full of ideas.@ 


The yf Taxpayers Federation presents its 


FIGHTER AWARD 


the Resolution One Commit- 
tee in Edmonton, Alberta. 
Resolution One, which was 
started to fight the GST, 
proposed that for any addi- 
tional taxes the government 
raised it must reduce spend- 
ing by the same amount plus 
one dollar. 
The Resolution One 
Committee initiated a series 
of Axe the Tax rallies in 
Western Canada to protest 
the introduction of the GST 
and presented 50,000 signed 
cards opposing the sales tax 
to a Senate meeting in 
Edmonton. 
In 1990, the Resolution 
One Committee and the 
Saskatchewan Taxpayers 
Association realized that a 
larger voice was needed to 
fight government waste and 
taxation. They joined to- 
nJ za 10, 1998 Andy Crooks (left), gether to form the Canadian Taxpayers Federation. 
Chairman of the Board of the Canadian Bob Matheson was a founding director of the 
Taxpayers Federation presented the new organization and later became Chairman, a 
position he held until his resignation in 1996. 
Bob played a very significant role as he led the 
CTF through some turbulent times as it rapidly 
expanded to become a major voice on the Cana- 


CTF’s “Tax Fighter” award to Bob Matheson 

(right) in Vancouver, British Columbia. It goes to 

individuals who have made outstanding contribu- 

tions in the cause of taxpayer emancipation. This 

is the CTF’s highest award and represents only the = 

third time that the award has been given out. dian political scene. Previous recipients of the 
In May 1989, Bob was instrumental in forming award were Ed Barry and Paul Pagnuelo.@ 


It is important for taxpayers to express their concerns. One of the most effective ways is by writing politicians. Elected 
officials follow the concerns of their constituents. They realize that one letter represents the opinions of hundreds of 


people. So get involved. Write your local MP or MLA. Write a cabinet minister. It is amazing how many people have 
never written a politician despite the many concerns they have about the issues facing them. For maximum impact, the 
following is a list of guidelines to consider when writing a letter. 


Keep the letter short. Get to the point immediately 
and try to keep it to one page in length. 


Be polite. If your representatives believe that you 
will not vote for them no matter what they do, your 
letter will probably be ignored. You may disagree on 
the issue, but don’t be abusive. 


Make your letter personal. Use personal examples 
that support your statements and concerns. 


Write on one issue. Don’t ramble on and write a 
long list of gripes and complaints. 


Make sure you have a relevant topic. Politicians 
are more susceptible to public opinion when the 
topic is in the public eye. 


Handwritten letters have impact, as long as they’re 
readable, but typewritten is also fine. Make sure 
your return address is on the letter. 


Enclose relevant newspaper clippings or other 
materials to support your arguments. If you are 


writing concerning a particular bill, try to use its 
official name. 


Ask what your representative is going to do 

about your concern. If they send a vague reply, 
send another letter asking specifically where they stand 
on the issue. 


It is proper to address the Prime Minister as 

“The Rt. Honourable” and start the letter with 
“Dear Prime Minister’; cabinet ministers and premiers 
should be addressed as “The Honourable” and start 
their letters with “Dear Madame or Mr. Minister.” 
MLAs or MPs should be addressed as “Mr./Mrs./Ms. 
surname (MLA or MP). Remember your letter will 
have much more impact if you show respect for their 


position. 

1 If your MLA or MP takes a taxpayer-friendly 
position, make sure you send a letter 

commending them. 


Please send a copy of your letter and their 
response to your provincial CTF office. 


Who Jive } 


David Anderson 
Minster of Fisheries and Oceans 
Ph: 613 996-2358/Fx: 613 952-1458 


Lioyd Axworthy 

Minister of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade 

Ph: 613 995-0153/Fx: 613 953-2867 


Martin Cauchon 

Secretary of State Federal Office of 
Regional Development — Quebec 
Ph: 613 995-7691/Fx: 613 995-0114 


Raymond Chan 
Secretary of State Asia-Pacific 
Ph: 613 996-1995/Fx: 613 996-1560 


David Michael Collenette 
Minister of Transport 
Ph: 613 995-4988/Fx: 613 995-1686 


Sheila Copps 
Minister of Canadian Heritage 
Ph: 613 995-2772/Fx: 613 992-2727 


Harbance Singh Dhaliwal 
Minister of National Revenue 
Ph: 613 995-7052/Fx: 613 995-2962 


Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs 
Ph: 613 996-5789/Fx: 613 996-6562 


Ronald J. Duhamel 

Secretary of State (Science, Research 
and Development) (Western Economic 
Diversification) 

Ph: 613 995-9001/Fx: 613 990-4056 


Arthur C. Eggleton 


Minister of National Defense 
Ph: 613 941 6339/Fx: 613 941 2421 


Hedy Fry 

Secretary of State (Multiculturalism) 
(Status of Women) 

Ph: 613 992-3213/Fx: 613 995-0056 


Alfonso Gagliano 

Minister of Public Works & Government 
Services 

Ph: 613 995-9414/Fx: 613 996-9768 


Ralph E. Goodale 

Minister of Natural Resources and 
Minister responsible for the Canadian 
Wheat Board 

Ph: 613 996-2007/Fx: 613 996-4516 


Herb Gray 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Ph: 613 995-7548/Fx: 613 952-2240 


Lawrence MacAulay 
Minister of Labour 
Ph: 613 995-9325/Fx: 613 995-2754 


John Manley 

Minister of Industry/Minister of ACOA, 
WED and FORD(Q) 

Ph: 613 992-3269/Fx: 613 995-1534 


Diane Marleau 

Minister of International Cooperation and 
Minister Responsible for Francophone 
Ph: 613 996-8963/Fx: 613 995-2569 


‘Getting the address of an MP or MLA 


_ MP: Their number is listed at the beginning of the Federal Blue 
_ Pages in your telephone directory or you can call Reference 

- Canada at 1-800-667-3355. 
_ MLA: Call the information number listed at the beginning of the 
Provincial Government Blue Pages in your telephone directory. 


ederal Cabinet Ministers: 


Federal cabinet ministers can be written at 
. the House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6G 


Paul Martin 
Minister of Finance 
Ph: 613 992-4284/Fx: 613 992-4291 


Marcel Masse 
Minister Responsible for Infrastructure 
Ph: 613 952-5555/Fx: 613 992-6474 


Anne McLellan 

Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
of Canada 

Ph: 613 992-4524/Fx: 613 943-0044 


Fred J. Mifflin 
Minister of Veterans Affairs 
Ph: 613 992-4133/Fx: 613 992-7277 


Gilbert Normand 

Secretary of State Agriculture and Agri- 
Food, Fisheries and Oceans 

Ph: 613 992-2289/Fx: 613 992-6864 


Pierre S. Pettigrew 

Minister of Human Resources Develop- 
ment 

Ph: 613 995-8872/Fx: 613 995-9926 


Lucienne Robillard 
Minister of Citizenship and Immigration 
Ph: 613 996-7267/Fx: 613 995-9926 


Allan Rock 
Minister of Health 
Ph: 613 947-5000/Fx: 613 947-4276 


Christine Stewart 
Minister of the Environment 
Ph: 613 992-8585/Fx: 613 995-7536 


Jane Stewart 
Minister of Indian Affairs and 
Northern Development 
Ph: 613 992-3118/Fx: 613 992- 


SN 6382 


Lyle Vanclief 

Minster of Agriculture and 
Agri-Food 

Ph: 613 992-5321/Fx: 613 
996-8652 


THE TAXPAYER 


SMALL BUSINESS LOA 


Do they help sat business or 


by Dean Smith 


ast year, the Canadian Taxpayers Feder- 
ation released information on the Small 
usiness Loan Guarantee program (SBLG) 

offered by Industry Canada. The information 
received through access to information revealed 
that taxpayers coughed up over $200 million 
because of losses due to defaulted loans. Under 
the program, the federal government will guaran- 
tee loans given to small businesses by a lending 
institution. If the company defaults on its 
loan, the government will pay the 
lending institution up to 85% of the 
original loan. A business must have 
less than $5 million in annual sales to 
qualify for a guarantee. 

One of the chronic complaints 
about this program is whether or not 
it actually helps small business or 
simply reduces the risks for the 
lending institutions. Banks have 
over 78% of the loans guaranteed 
under the program, with credit 
unions and trust companies 
receiving the remaining 22%. 

In November, Canada’s 
Auditor General, Denis Desautels, 
released his audit of the Small 
Business Loan Guarantee pro- 
gram. He uncovered a number of 
problems which seriously 
questioned the value of this 
program. 

Loans issued between 
April 1, 1993 and March 31, 

1995, were estimated to have 

lost $349 million. This was 
partially offset by revenues of $139 
million which the government charges the 
businesses to get the guarantee, resulting 
in a net loss of $210 million on loans 
issued during this period. 

More significantly, since 1994-95, 
there has been a substantial increase in the 
number of guarantees to high-risk ventures 


such as new businesses. In 1996-97, 75% of the claims 
made under the program were for new businesses. Not 
surprisingly, since many new businesses go broke in the 
first year, there has been a significant increase in the 
number of defaults in 1997. 

In addition, the department’s own studies 
suggested that many of the businesses would 
have received a loan without a guarantee. A 
1994 study stated that up to 40% of the busi- 

nesses would have still received a loan and a 
1996 report put that number over 50%. In 
these cases, the banks simply used the 
guarantees to reduce their risk. 
In a number of instances 
lending institutions did not perform 
a proper credit risk analysis of the 
business. This was due in part 
because banks have very little risk 
under the program. For its part, the 
government does not request access 
to the complete loan file to deter- 
mine if proper procedures have 
been followed. 
The auditor cited one exam- 
ple of a guarantee provided to help 
start a restaurant. The two owners 
had no previous restaurant experience. 
No business plan was prepared and no 
study was made to determine their poten- 
tial market, but nevertheless a figure was 
pulled out of a hat for annual revenues. Not 
surprisingly, within a year the restaurant was 
bankrupt and taxpayers were out $188,000. 
The auditor noted that the two business 
partners had “significant” personal wealth 
which questioned the need for the guarantee. 
Industry Canada also paid the banks too 
much interest. Under the Act, banks have up to 
three years to make their claim to the govern- 
ment on defaulted loans. During this period, 
they earn interest from the government but the 
rate drops in half in the second and third year. 
The banks can charge no more than prime plus 
3%. Desautels noted that during his audit period, 
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the lending institutions took an average of 260 days to 
make their claim and the government took a further 76 
days to process it. The government says it now processes 
claims in about 30 days. But even with this reduction, 
between April 1 and September 30, 1997 the government 
paid out $15.6 million in interest on loan guarantees of 
$119.3 million. 

There were instances where the lending institutions 
charged the businesses an administration fee 
for setting up the loan guarantee with the 
government. Since this is not allowed 
under the legislation, these loans 
would be ineligible for a guarantee. 
But the government still paid out 
when the company defaulted. 

Though the government 
limits the amount the banks 
can loan to a business to 
$250,000, there were a 
number of instances 
where companies 
along with their 
subsidiaries re- 
ceived guarantees 
exceeding this 
amount. In one 


instance, 23 related businesses received guarantees of 
over $4 million. 

Desautels said the job creation numbers that 
Industry Canada claims of 37 jobs for every $1 million in 
loans guaranteed are way off base. He said that the 
department’s studies indicated that they were only 
creating 7 jobs for $1 million. Desautels even questioned 
the accuracy of this number, stating that a number of 
these businesses would have received a loan without the 
guarantee, and secondly the government never calculated 
how many jobs were displaced at 

competing businesses. Thirdly, there 
is no indication of how many of 
these jobs were part-time or low 
wage. 
While the Auditor does 
not recommend the closing 
down of the program, we 
at the CTF do. 
The report 
reminds us 
how business 
welfare is 
both a 
failure and 
waste of 
tax 
dollars. 


by Robert Pauliszyn 


hen you ask most people what is their 

biggest household expense they will likely 

reply their rent or mortgage payment. 
Others might say a loan or car payment. 

Seldom do they realise that their biggest household 
expense, by a country mile, is taxes. Every year this point 
is driven home by the Fraser Institute, which calculates 
Tax Freedom Day — the day you start working for 
yourself. 


This year’s Tax Freedom Day falls on June 27 for the 
average Canadian family. Since January Ist of this year 
the equivalent of all the income earned by your family 
has gone just to pay taxes to the three levels of govern- 
ment. 

The Institute calculates that the average Canadian 
household will earn $60,928 this year (this includes 
transfers from government, pension earnings, etc.). Of 
this total, $29,455 (or 48.3 per cent) finds its way into 
government coffers. 

Not surprisingly, income tax takes the largest bite, 


accounting for over $11,128 or 18.3 
per cent. Social security taxes 
including Medicare, CPP and UI 
premiums come second at $5,171 or 
8.5 per cent, followed closely by 
provincial sales tax and the GST at 
$4,775 or 7.8 per cent of the average 
family’s cash income. 

What about the other 14 per cent 
of your income that is taken away? 
Here’s where the tax collector 
employs a cloaking device not 
visible to the naked eye. Fifty 
cents of every dollar you put in 
your gas tank goes to governments 
as does over 70% of the price of 
beer and spirits you may enjoy 
while celebrating Tax Freedom 
Day. And don’t forget business 
taxes that are passed along to 
consumers and result in lower 
investment earnings for pension- 
ers. Add in various other fees, 
licences, levies, service charges, 
contributions and tolls — soon you 
find yourself working half the year 
for government and half the year 
for yourself and your family. 

In 1981, Tax Freedom Day fell 
on May 30. By 1992 it was up to 
June 13th, and today we’re at June 
27th 

When we look at the provinces 
separately, we see that a full month 
separates the highest and lowest 
taxed provinces. Leading the tax 
pack this year was Quebec with a 
Tax Freedom Day of July 6. The 
lowest was Newfoundland with a 
TFD of May 24. 

Every province, except one saw 


Cash | Income | Sales 
income | {ax tax 


be Ontario - 48.0%" 


Liquor/ 


excise 
taxes 


THE TAXPAYER 


their tax burden go down. Saskatch- 
ewan with the second highest tax 
burden in the country saw its Tax 
Freedom Day go from June 22 last 
year to July 2nd this year. Alberta on 
the other hand had the most significant 
improvement in its Tax Freedom Day 
going from June 23 in 1997 to June 13 
this year. 

While there are some minor 
gains in some provinces, collec- 
tively, we still suffer from declin- 


Tax Freedom Day - 1998 


Quebec - 50.8%" 


Saskatchewan - 49.7%* July 2 


British Columbia - 48.7%* 


Canatlian average - 48.3%" 


ing after-tax incomes, tepid 
economic growth and high levels 
of unemployment. To fix these, 
governments must give more 
serious attention to meaningful tax 
reduction and cutting bureaucratic 
red tape to stimulate real economic 
growth. 

So far, the federal govern- 
ment has shown scant interest in 
cutting down what it takes from 
our wallets. @ 


July 6 for the 
government. 
Source: The Fraser 

June 28 ehitine 


June 27 


ei Manitoba - 47.1%" _ i : 
Prince Edward Island - 4.9%" 3 


Alberta - 44.5%" 

New Brunswick - 43.3%* 
Nova Scotia - 42.3%" 
Newfoundland - 39.1%" 


Taxes of the average Canadian family (two or more individuals) 


Source: The Fraser Institute, Numbers may not add up due to rounding 
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by Robert Pauliszyn 


hat British Columbians don’t know 
won't hurt them...so let’s keep them in 
the dark. This pretty-well sums up the 


Clark government’s attitude toward Freedom of 
Information (FOI) legislation. 

It’s easy to understand why. Cabinet ministers and 
bureaucrats are not very happy when concrete evi- 
dence of waste or mismanagement is brought to light. 
Take the recent photo-radar 
case as an example. Docu- 
ments obtained through FOI 
exposed the $400,000 
payment for the slim 22-page 
“Dummy’s” guide to photo- 
radar photography. 

Or how about the famous 
FOI request made by the 
Vancouver Sun which 
revealed the government 
deliberately mislead British 
Columbians when they 
claimed to have balanced 
two budgets prior to, and 
during, the last provincial 
election. The Clark govern- 
ment is still reeling from that 
one. 

There are countless cases 
where, if it were not for FOI, 
British Columbians would be 
none the wiser of what goes 
on behind the closed doors of 
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government. And that’s precisely why the government 
is so determined to shut those doors nice and tight. 

The campaign to restrict your access to government 
documents began last year, camouflaged under the 
pretence of saving money. The central government 
agency responsible for FOI — the Information, Science 
and Technology Agency (ISTA) — cooked up an 
inflated price tag of $21 million as their “estimated” 
cost of administering FOL. 

The ISTA report tried to make it sound like the 


Robert Pauliszyn, CTF researcher, attending the news conference for the Campaign for 
Open Government in Vancouver on June 11. 


high cost was driven primarily by repeat users who 
make broad “cross government” requests — the 
media, political parties, and advocacy organizations. 
ISTA’s own numbers, however, reveal that the 
media, political parties, and advocacy groups 
generate only 16 percent of all FOI 
requests and “cross-government” 
requests only account for 2.6 
percent of total FOI costs. The 
actual information these groups do 
request, on the other hand, generate a 
disproportionate amount of headaches and 
embarrassment for the government. 

The ISTA report was prepared, in part, as 
background information for a Special Legislative 
Committee that was struck in September of 
last year to conduct a statutory review of the 
Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act. The Committee is to investigate 
how well the Act has worked since its incep- 
tion in 1993 and to propose amendments to 
the legislation if necessary. Already, it has travelled 
across the province to hear presentations from a wide 
variety of organizations and individuals who either 
use, or are subject to, the Act. 

The government didn’t even pretend to care what 
the Committee might recommend. In a move that 
highlights just how irrelevant legislative committees 
have become, the Clark government ordered a 60 
percent cut to the ministries’ budgets allocated to 
processing FOI requests. 

To top this off, ISTA’s submission recommended 
greater discretionary power to civil servants to deny, 
delay or ignore requests for government documents. 
All of these powers, of course, are once again being 
sold under the guise of cost containment measures. 

Unfortunately, ISTA failed to provide any evidence 
the proposed changes would save a single dollar. In 
fact, the added bureaucratic hurdles to access govern- 
ment documents will make the process less efficient 
and more expensive. 

Then again, despite their claims to the 
contrary, this isn’t about 
money. It’s 


Is Glen Clark tired of everyone 
finding out about government 
waste and mismanagment? 


MPAION Saag or open Coven 


- Please contact: 


_ B.C. Freedom of Information and Privacy Association © 

103 - 2092 W. 2nd Avenue, Vancouver, B.C. 
| Phone: (604) 739-9788/Fax: (604) 739-9148 
, Email: 103241.3330@compuserve.com 


about accountability. The 
government would have you 
believe that an open govern- 
ment is something we can’t 
afford. Given the govern- 
ment’s track record of 
waste and fiscal mis- 
management, open 
government is some- 
thing we can’t afford to 
lose. 

That’s why the B.C. 
Freedom of Information 
and Privacy Association 
is organizing a massive 

public awareness 

campaign and “advo- 
cacy network” under 
the banner “Campaign 

For Open Govern- 

ment.” The CTF was 
quick to pledge its full support. 

Since its inception, the CTF has been an active 
supporter of FOI laws across Canada. The Federation 
launched a campaign in Saskatchewan in 1990 that led 
to the Devine government’s passage of an FOI Act in 
1991. Later that same year a similar campaign was 
launched in Alberta. Over 20,000 petitions collected 
by the CTF forced former premier Don Getty to 
commit his support for an FOI Act, which was subse- 
quently passed by the Klein government in 1993. 

The Campaign for Open Government is not the 
first time the CTF has had to fight to protect the spirit 
and intent of FOI legislation from being compromised. 
Last year the Manitoba government proposed amend- 
ments that would have weakened their FOI legislation. 
The CTF was in the spearhead of a coalition of groups 
who successfully averted the changes. 

And we hope to repeat that success in British 
Columbia. We won’t let Premier Clark say “NO” to 
our right to know! 


CLARK OFFERS TAX CREDIT TO BC. FILM INDUSTRY, DI 
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by Robert Pauliszyn 

hose vans parked alongside the road are 

nailing more than just speeding motorists. In 
what can only be described as the pinnacle of waste 
and incompetence, the Clark government spent 
400,000 of your tax dollars on a photo radar verifica- 
tion manual. In cooperation with Safety by Education, 
Not Speed Enforcement (SENSE), a citizens’ advo- 
cacy group opposed to photo radar, the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation (CTF) blew the whistle on this 
outrageous waste of tax dollars. 

First some background. 

In 1995, the provincial government contracted 
American Traffic Systems (ATS) to develop a photo 
radar system for British Columbia. By the time the 
contract was completed in March 1997, ATS received 
from the Ministry of Transportation and Highways 
payments totalling $15.2 million. 

So, besides 30 brand-new cash-collection cameras, 
what else did the province get for $15 million? 

Through Freedom of Information and other re- 
search, SENSE obtained a copy of the Verification 
Rules Reference Book which sets out “the rules 
associated with accepting or rejecting an image 
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B.C. photo radar manual 
$400,000 rip 


‘Taxpayer lobby group says the book cost $152 
says 
the expenditure has resulted in saved lives. 


“It's a rip-off.” Liberal critic 
Gary Farrell Collins said of the 


~ 22.page guide. “You would 
| om how to use the camera 
would have been included: 


the photo radar, Mike petewerth, 
Mon fended the payment, 
is just part of a piecnons yer a 


ete warwammneter saan sone 68 COUNTS REP AT 


SCENTS CONN BOX 


-off: Liberal 


Troy Lanigan of the Canadian 
Tap * Federation cakculat- 
ed piped word cost taxpay 
ers $182. fs 

“It may be the most expensive 
governmers document ever,” he 
said. “tt is jast colossal incom: 
petence and mismanagement 

Lanigan said the government 
defence — that lives have been 
saved — is ridiculous 

“If wasting money saves lives 
we should have the safest 
province in the country 

SEE DRIVENG, AZ 


progam. 
“We've seen a reduction in 
claims, we've seen 4 reduction 
in the number of accidents in 
the province and that’s enabied 
us to have rates frozen” Farn 
worth ated several times. 
“Four red thousand dol 
lars is more than the cost of a 
life. If lives have been saved 
in this province, then taxpayers 
clearly got value for their mor 
ey ; 
The 22-page manual contains 
slightly or than 2,600 words 


for 


at. a word 


captured by the Photo Radar Program.” 

For $400,000 you would assume the province paid 
for a heavy manual detailing all the rules, regulations, 
and legal standards of what constitutes an acceptable 
image on which the province can lay a charge. 

Think again. 

What the province ended up with was a very slim 
22-page “Dummy’s” guide to photo radar. And we 
are talking capital “D” dummy here because nothing 
is too obvious for this manual. To quote from the 
section on vehicle identification: “All license plate 
alpha-numerics must be completely unobstructed and 
clearly distinguishable.” Good thing that’s written 

down, you wouldn’t want them mailing out fines 
randomly. 

Most of the rules are backed up with illustrations. 
For example, one page features a blurry photo of a 
vehicle. The caption highlights the obvious: “This 
image shows the result of an incorrectly focused 
camera.” Duh. 

Our personal favourite is a picture of the pavement 
over the caption: “This image demonstrates a camera 
aimed too low.” Thank goodness for the manual, 
though, otherwise we’d have nothing but close-ups of 


dandelions and cigarette butts. 

How about: “Before taking photos of moving 
vehicles ensure the lens cap is removed from camera.” 
Okay, so it’s not in the manual, but this advice is 
worth at least $2,000. 

Seriously. 

With 2,637 words the manual’s $400,000 price tag 
equates to $151.69 per word! 

The last time taxpayers were dinged that much for 
such a sparse document was one year ago when 
former Finance Minister Elizabeth Cull billed the 
Capital Health District $70,000 for a nine-page 
“communications strategy” that recommended among 
other things that “brochures” be developed for “regis- 
tering and resolving ... complaints.” Mind you, at 
Ms. Cull’s $33 per word rate, taxpayers would only 
have had to pay $87,021 
for the photo radar 
verification manual. 

After the CTF publi- 
cized this photo-radar 
fiasco in its weekly Let’s 
Talk Taxes column, the 
Official Opposition had a 
field day in Question 
Period with Employment 
and Investment Minister 
Mike Farnworth. As the 
minister responsible, Mr. 
Farnworth tried to defend 
the government’s action 
by claiming that photo- 
radar is saving lives and, 
with mock indignation, 
asked why the CTF is 
“against saving lives.” 

Well, if wasting 


money saves lives, then surely British Columbia must 
be the safest province in the country. 

B.C.’s Auditor General, George Morfitt, certainly 
didn’t swallow Farnworth’s spin. This incident 
sparked a promise from the Auditor General to 
conduct an audit on the photo-radar program. We 
shouldn’t be surprised if the audit were to find the 
manual to be the most expensive government docu- 
ment ever produced. 

It’s likely everyone at American Traffic Systems had 
a good laugh at the expense of British Columbia taxpay- 
ers. But taxpayers aren’t laughing. By our calculation, 
250 British Columbians dedicated an entire year’s 
provincial income tax to pay for a manual that could be 
scribbled in crayon for all its usefulness. @ 
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Taxpayer tidlits 


“Once Canada’s Leading Province, British Columbia Falls Behind” was the title of a recent news column in 
the Wall Street Journal. For the few American investors who didn’t already know about BC’s doldrums, the 


article laid out how BC went from being one of Canada’s hottest economies to a non-performer. Here’s an 
excerpt: “British Columbia’s socialist government, led by former union leader Glen Clark, blames the 
decline on Asia’s financial turmoil. [...] But Jock Finlayson, an economist with the Business Council of 
British Columbia, notes that the province’s economy began underperforming Canada’s well before Asia’s 
problems surfaced late last year.” 
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How your Federation helped win greater 
accountability from Alberta's politicians 


by Mark Milke 


his past April, Alberta’s 
Conservative MLAs 
released a more de- 


tailed breakdown of their ex- 
pense accounts than ever before. 
The Alberta division of the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation 
played a key role in highlighting 
the issue, and the result is that 
Albertans now have greater 
accountability from their politi- 
cians. Here is how it happened: 


In 1997, the CBC re 

quested access to MLA 
expense records but was told 
Alberta’s Freedom of Informa- 
tion and Privacy Act (FOIP) did 
not apply to such records. 


The CBC appealed to 

the FOIP Commissioner 
Bob Clark. Both the Canadian 
Association of Journalists 
(CAJ) and the Canadian 
Taxpayers Federation joined in 
the appeal. 


In January 1998, the 

FOIP Commissioner 
stated Alberta's Freedom of 
Information and Privacy Act 
did not apply to MLA ex- 
penses. The CTF issued a news 
release pointing out that 
Albertans had no legal recourse 
to determine whether their MLA 
spends $20 or $200 on a bottle 


of wine at taxpayer’s expense. 
The Federation also launched a 
publicity campaign pressuring 
the government to change the 
law and requested that all MLAs 
voluntarily release their expense 
account information. The CTF 
Alberta office conducted 14 
media interviews to publicize the 
issue, including open-line radio, 
newspaper and television inter- 
views. 


The Liberals released 

their expenses in the 
provincial legislature and chal- 
lenged the Conservatives to do 
the same. The New Democrats 


"Whatever, the Liberals 
tabled today, we'll table...) 
Does that make you 
happy? Stock (well Day) 
and I had a little chat © 
and I said...whatever 1" 
they are tabling today, you 
stand up and indicate to 
the Speaker that we will 


be tabling in the next 
few days." 


Premier Ralph Klein - 
at a press conference 
January 28, 1998 
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did so shortly afterwards, and 
Premier Ralph Klein, despite 
dissent from some Tory MLAs, 
promised to match whatever the 
Liberals released. The governing 
Conservatives finally released 
more detailed expense records in 
April. 


What’s left to do? 


As stated in our submission 
to the task force reviewing the 
Freedom of Information and 
Privacy Act, the CTF recom- 
mends that most details of MLA 
expenses be subject to the Act, 
excluding for example, telephone 

numbers. As the em- 
ployer of 
MLAs, 
Albertans 
have the 
right to 
demand 
this 
disclosure, 
which must 
include 
past 


records (pre-1997) still unavailable. Albertans should not 


for access to such informa- 
tion. 


have to rely on the goodwill of a particular government 


ta 
2: 


In 1993, the CTF won the hattle for Freedom of Information legislation in Alberta. Above - Petitions being delivered to 


Are your tax dollaré 
SHBSIDIZING YOUR COM 


then Premier Don Getty 


ETON? 


From our inception, the Canadian Taxpayers Federation has opposed loans, grants, and guarantees to businesses, 
no matter how large or small. The reason is simple: taxpayer loans to one business come from other productive 
businesses, some of which are in direct competition with the taxpayer-financed businesses. Whether an aero- 
space company in Quebec or a donut shop in Calgary, businesses have the right not to have to compete with 
businesses helped out with taxpayer money. Listed below are some of the loans and guarantees authorized by the 
Alberta Opportunity Company (AOC) during 1997. There is not enough space for a complete listing. For a full 
list call or write us at the Edmonton office (address on p. 2). The AOC is a provincial government Crown 


corporation, under the department of Economic Development and Tourism. 


263053 Alberta Ltd., Jasper - Licensed 


MUM INING 0 secu aoredasiesevesdassouseitdaaut $90,000 
361066 Alberta Ltd., Grande Prairie - Donut 
NE a ae ta $157,500 


484980 Alberta Ltd., Morinville - Hotel $400,000 
498140 Alberta Ltd., Medicine Hat - Dry 


ee ER ee et ont Se Oe $15,000 
548784 Alberta Ltd., Calgary - Structural steel 
TEIWA CTO ihe on sais tstdaiaiiesiiacdvantne coed $950,000 
643982 Alberta Ltd., Edmonton -Automotive & tire 
SOIVICE CONE oo... eceeceseseeeeseseeneeenes $20,000 
655413 Alberta Ltd., High Level - Supplier of 
THONWSOB: sss ansescdetscrsab tects tistiiversosne $155,000 
677813 Alberta Ltd., Brooks -Sears outlet/kitchen 
cabinet distributor ...........cceeeee $315,000 
694422 Alberta Ltd., Peace River - Toy 
EN oi ions scige siinsaSion inland $105,000 
715701 Alberta Ltd., Raymond - Arcade/ 
concession/video rental .............+ $75,000 
722714 Alberta Ltd., High Prairie - 43 Unit 
[i t!', Galen SaaS S Si eee $500,000 
729840 Alberta Ltd., Peace River - Fast food 
(2:11 2) Gin aes a RES $138,000 
731038 Alberta Ltd., Calgary - Transport trailer 
repair $800,000 
738458 Alberta Ltd., Brooks -Plumbing service & 


Oe Ree SS SAE? 5 Eee $430,000 
738786 Alberta Ltd., Edmonton - Motel$550,000 
741443 Alberta Ltd., Edson - Sporting 


742728 Alberta Ltd., Westlock - 
RENOVALIONS .........secsececsecsesseressecsess $55,000 


748734 Alberta Ltd., La Glace - Automotive 
FORINT , sctipassevi ccssabadsarttetncipetanas ence $140,000 
754094 Alberta Ltd., Cremona - Motel/Restaurant/ 
MAING 35 sseshiciascsctta feces ieninsstecess $250,000 
A &J Display Services, Calgary - Convention 
equipment rental .............. $50,000/$50,000 
AM Stationers Ltd., Blairmore - Mini storage .... 
Pease Sev exhttivcinavsck sbcvs $100,000/$100,000 
AAA Steel Ltd., Calgary - Steel fabrication ........ 
sh bbasiaidices beset ieepl caneossesectheckassStuvetse $150,000 
AAA Supply House Ltd., Calgary - Taxidermy 
GUPIINGG i abs Scsitascgmecirstepstisccsacteavads $235,000 
Abel Woodworking Ltd., Lacombe - Commercial 
millwork .......... $15,000/$150,000/$150,000 
Academy Insurance Agency, Edmonton - 
Insurance agency ......... $200,000/$200,000 
Accutech Rentals Ltd., Edmonton -Instrumentation 
QUE sai ctsvvench scsi dnscapi bass pbnciotsstands $75,000 
Advance Locating Services Inc., Calgary -Location 
SS Aee Sean ae ON ry i ape aoa $25,000 
Advanced Water Control Systems Group Inc.Cal- 
gary - Water control systems .......... $75,000 
ALL PRO Vegetation Management Ltd. -Calgary 
Weed spraying/snow removal ........ $30,000 
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Allen Bros. Trucking Ltd., Peace River - Waste 


Collection & trANSPOFt ........sseceecseeene $26,000 
Allied Distributors (Wetaskiwin) Ltd.,Wetaskiwin - 
Auto parts StOPE .....ceseessssesnesseenees $145,000 


Alta Terra Ventures Corp., Slave Lake - Importers 
of tractors & equipment $250,000/$250,000 
Anderson, S., Eckville - Backhoe service$130,000 
Athabasca Speed Wash & Drycleaning Ltd., 
Athabasca - Drycleaning/laundromat .......... 
SES ae Te $300,000/$300,000 
Balan Corporation, Red Deer - Computer 
RIDIN gh ecetsens seas Angie tinted $60,000 
Benson & Cripps, Evansburg - Bakery/coffee 
OH oS aattabacs acon $30,000/$30,000 
Berube, C.G., Calgary - Used paperback book 
SUID ccceisteggruiccicoensisarteacatene meee $24,500 
BHL Building Supplies, Sylvan Lake - Retail 
building Supplies ............ssesssesssees $350,000 
Biafore & Uphill, Calgary -Childrens’ furniture and 
UCONN a. oo cictactsevecpnsserentencaee $35,000 
Black Gold Sales & Tank Rentals Ltd. - Bonanza 
Oilfield rentals & trucking ........s.:0008 $62,500 
Blue Horizon Ltd., Calgary -Ladies specialty sports 
COMM, cisesssccssccczeaceesiseerareseopenlas $60,000 
Blue Mountain Transportation Ltd., Calgary -Truck- 
HG) sicies sonia ondis Senahcaecbabeencaiaemcaaa $375,000 
Bobwood Industries 1994 Ltd., Edmonton - Mfg/ 
sales of shuffleboard ........-..:+ssess00 $27,200 
Bonertz, P & P, Valleyview - Accounting 
FW c..ckaagaceenee $50,000/$50,000 


AT. cr tbA. 


Bow Garden Restaurant Ltd., Calgary - Licensed 
ee TCT ae aie teeters $135,000 
Bracko, D, Calgary - Women's golf apparel........ 
Sedans Glee eV ediants tn pctotucsoonns sorsesicee $20,000 
Braconnier, D.& C., Tilley - Convenience 
MUI orc caviseecitsscansoeessais $110,000/$110,000 
Brooks Lube & Alignment Ltd., Brooks -Automotive 
repair & service/retail tires ............ $885,000 
Budlar Holdings Ltd., Edson - Furniture 


Calgary MillWorks LIC... $400,000 

Camrose Office Machines & Furniture Ltd., 
Camrose - Sales & Service........... $170,000 

Canadian Superior Plating inc., Edmonton -Brush 
POW oct Sajonbhonaeun Rais $58,600 


agency 
Carjal Communications Inc., Athabasca - 
Communications............. $20,000/$118,000 
Cochrane Rentals Equipment & Tool Inc.,Cochrane 
- Equipment rental ............0ss0e $143,500 
Colorfast Corporation, Edmonton ..........0ss - 
Photofinishing 
Contempo Kitchens Ltd., Blackfalds - .... Cabinet 
i)» SESS Se ne $190,000 
Cote, L., Hinton - Food kiosk .............0 $50,000 
Cowley Forest Products Ltd., Cowley 
OMIMIIIE os oobsacctsi nahin lavcsscaseobehe $500,000 
D & H Performance Inc., Blairemore - Machine 
SRS En er eee se $350,000 


RIN hash as hs ccncseseoscasncestaars $150,000 


SUMIIN isis cdesasciscssosdhewesceistaxataaort $235,000 
Diamond J. Oilfield Hauling (1991) Ltd., Spirit River 
= Oilfield MAUIING ..secsocssneesnseonee $220,000 

Dick, R & R, Olds - Gravel crushing ..... $90,000 
E.D.M. Seismic Surveys Inc., Calgary -Geophysical 
Gata SUEVEYING ......cssesseeessesseeeneene $150,000 

E.J. Mechanical Ltd., Manyberries - Oilfield 
maintenance & construction ......... $130,000 

EBS Environmental Building Systems Canada Inc., 
Nisku - Mfg. radiant panels ........... $150,000 

Eclectric Industries Inc., Calgary - Mfg childrens’ 


MMMM sieticsensScsedvvarealersnsaneetcassd $75,000 
Elite Technical Inc., Lethbridge - Communication 

Cable ASSEMDLY ........eesseessseseseeeenes $165,000 
Enviro Antifreeze Recycling ltd., Red Deer -Anti- 

fFOOZE FOCYCHING ........s.csssecseseseeeensees $51,400 
Excalibur EDM Services Inc., Calgary custom wire 

electric discharge ............sssssee-s0-- $300,000 
Five Pillars Holdings Ltd., Strathmore 

TOG easscactetesnsbalcavessscaststrovcezadecs $800,000 


Flint, T., Bow Island - Upholstery shop . $80,000 
Forestburg Agencies Ltd., Forestburg - General 


insurance brokerage .............se $30,000 
Forestburg Bulk Sales Ltd., Forestburg - Lumber 
sales & electrician... $114,000 


Fowler, F., Millet - Log hauling & freight $50,000 
G&A Packaging & Thermoforming Ltd.,Calgary - 


Plastic package Mfg. ..ccsasc:sssenne $25,000 
G & D Power Tongs Ltd., Red Earth - Oilfield 
OS ah asain enc boveceees $120,000 
Gene’s Telecom Excavating Ltd., Bonnyville -Exca- 
VatlOnl SOPVICE ......cicsscsccsssessessseenveee $150,000 
Glass Print Ltd., Calgary - Custom decorations/ 
OE aE ORT $100,000 


Gregory C. Lazin Professional Corp., Edmonton - 
Law office/supplier of premises .... $250,000 

Halliday Oilfield Services Ltd., Bonanza -Pressure 
testing SErVICE ......sssesscccsseseessssseesees $65,000 

Hart, RA&JC, Cochrane -Marketing communica- 


Hawkline Manufacturing Inc., Edmonton - Mig 
fireplace Mantels ...........ssssecsssee $65,000 

Hi-country Environmental Services Ltd., Pincher 
Creek - Land reclamation 


Ch eee os eee $15,000/$50,000 
Hodges & Kowalsky, Edmonton - Children’s 

recreational activity ..........sssessessse $25,000 
Iverson Automoitves Lid., Sylvan Lake -Auto parts 

NRE ss ae ER deat $180,000 
Jacobsen Drug Mart Ltd., Consort - 

BNI Sos oS scxnanescobseviossess ease $165,000 


brokers 
Joslyn Holdings Inc., Calgary - Landscaping & 
SMOW FEMOVAI ......ssessseccssserseesnessaee $100,000 
Kelly, B & P, Blairmore - Custom 
ISIIENUOEY apn as haehenns che capeesacts $55,700 
King PC Service Inc., Grande Prairie - Retail 
COMPUTEL SAlCS ........sssserseesseerseeesnees $30,000 
Kings Moving Warehouse & Distribution Inc., 
Calgary - Warehousing ..........sss00+ $66,000 
Koks Euromotors inc., Red Deer - European car 
RE cts aca re ates Gasser acisesivnicn $35,000 
Kontos Investments Ltd., Jasper - Licensed 
PRGPARM GT cise oscatccnsentanteadecacss $170,000 


Kopec Insulating Limited, Grande Prairie -Oilfield 
service & premises supplier .......... $642,000 
Learmont, D., Medicine Hat - Recording 


sae Genders tate ta scnshseteasaneesat $82,000 
Lethbridge Marine Inc., Lethbridge - Retail boat 
SEINE a oy abe ae cscicaa achat $65,000 
Lewis, G., Airdrie - Water well drilling ... $50,000 
Lotech, Leduc - Oilfield equipment mfg. $82,500 
M.H.W. Manufacturing Ltd., Camrose - Cedar 
PLPTMIRIS THEY, Soca cs vce toucezrtnntte $750,000 
Marvin's Auto glass Ltd., Sedgewick -Automotive/ 
Glass repair SHOP ......ccccccssssseeseeees $130,000 
McGrath Anchors Ltd., Grande Prairie -Anchor for 
ch a AL: a ee Te $125,000 
Moon Enterprises Ltd., Grande Prairie - Retail 
MUR OC UMN seca csnvncaosccksyskicoscavedsccs $96,000 
Moonshine Welding Ltd., Grande Prairie -Welding 
UU MIE Sersgoteciccds tcincaateresceceossctsvects $116,000 
Mountain Fresh Drycleaning, Grande Cache - 
Drycleaning & laundromat ............ $124,000 
Mountain Mobile Communications Ltd., Grande 
Prairie - Electronic sales & rentals $438,000 
Mr. Software Ltd., Calgary - Bottled water 
SN ergo canst ca asctags caatcvecnd $100,000 
Muzzy’s Brake & Automotive Repair . Edmonton 
Automotive repair ............. $85,000/$15,000 
Nemeth Nutrition Centre Ltd., Lethbridge -Health 
food store & JUICE DAF... 
Neudort, G., La Crete - Motel 
New Energy Ventures Ltd., Grande Prairie - Indus- 
trial trailer rentals .........cccssssessssesess $82,000 
Night Alert Security Inc., Grande Prairie -Security 
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systems, sales /SerViC@ ..........ss00+ $10,000 
Northside Clearing Ltd., Edmonton - Clearing 
SONGS CS scusmccdhstsentstassccrycscticee $125,000 
Orbit Construction Services Ltd., Westlock Installer 
of Highway Guardrails ................. $125,000 
Orbital Machining & Manufacturing Ltd.,Calgary - 
Down hole equipment ............... $1,000,000 
Palahnuk & Veiner, Bear Canyon -Grocery store/ 
POE ING saci esicantoshoss oaicerssvaussers ates $53,000 


Peace Equipment Parts Ltd., Grimshaw - Heavy 
duty equipment parts .........esesee $375,000 
Perra, R. and A., McLennan - Wholesaler of coffee/ 
related EQUIPMENT ...........essesneessees $50,000 

Phillips, D.A., Sundre - Wood products $22,500 
Phil’s Sales & Service (1995) Ltd., Rocky Mountain 
House - Chainsaw sales & service $110,000 
Pincher Creek Veterinary Clinic Ltd.,Pincher Creek 


= Veterinary CHNIC .......ssssecsseeceseeees $75,000 
Poole, B., Brooks - Wedding accessories 

| RES Tg seston Wane $13,500 
Positive Well Control Ltd., Brooks - Oilfield 

SORVIIOG sis. ascot nny eteng tava ctasatpes $450,000 
Price Transport Inc., Rimbey - Freight 

SATRIOHIING "aaa cba Lescxcspscdesctencaentss $25,000 
Proclad Enterprises Ltd., St. Albert -Mfg. building 

POMS «choi saneacaaaale $250,000 


Pro-Tech Tank Linings & Industrial Painting Ltd., 
Medicine Hat - Commercial painting & 
DORMER So asopsisspcvocarocsesnsonsstaasvtseinees $31,000 

Pro-Tech Tank Linings & Industrial Painting Ltd., 
Medicine Hat -Commercial painting/sandblast- 


Ls RE ae es UR By Aa I $15,000 
Quartly Inc., High Prairie - Gas bar/car 
WOT sic sccat bi Aas stsasatarorcbhickeaecusteeds $250,000 
Quest Industrial Products Ltd., Calgary -Industrial 
MND i ote sccassitsceecnceiied $65,000 
R & M Jackson Holdings Ltd., Calgary - conven- 
NOI QUOT G ais stceccssninerscorsssiscasesaentacs $37,000 
Roy Financial Services Inc., St. Albert - Financial 
OIE asians geass ndegtacstnadbe $250,000 
Sheep River Motor Inn Ltd., Okotoks - 
WHORE sas icnsdi ks sce ssssecnctesistayeedtons $275,000 
Shopper's R.V. & Auto Sales Inc., Edmonton -Sup- 
Plier Of PremMiseS ..........csssescsseesseees $35,000 
Sinha, S. & P., Sherwood Park - Author, Public 
SHSM ics, cao ssedcsvivcbadacsblostesoes noel $16,500 
Tar Sands Sheet Metal (1983) Ltd., Calgary -Sheet 
Metal COMPACLOM ........eesessseessersessees $130,000 
Thats Neat Ceramics (1995) Ltd., Calgary 
RSMUNIMOD 652s tutscpwicil, Wloiskizdsleastatd $30,000 
The Night Deposit Studios Inc., Calgary -Recording 
RUNBO sa sccsisr ii nto $250,000 
Top Ten Bowling Centres Ltd., Lethbridge - bowling 
QIN os, saascestca dab octonta hsnctixeosyebuscine $515,000 
Versatile Collision Repairs Ltd., Calgary - auto 
TINY TIA psc csiepstapssc lasses ecto cases $310,000 


Vision Works Commercial Prod., Calgary - Film 
transfer/video duplication $150,000/150,000 
White Knight Auto Body Ltd. Calgary Auto body 
IIE a veaysctasteasecersesesosserepoctestiacces $265,000 
Whitemud Landscaping Centre Ltd., Edmonton - 
Garden CONE .........ccsseeseeessecsseesses $65,000 
Zimmerman, E. Medicine Hat - Automotive 
TRDANB 5S, siren aden kaiere $15,000 


ATTENTION MSSRS. KLEIN & CHRETIEN: 


What do the CTF’s Alberta supporters think? Here are the results from those who replied to our annual survey. 


REFERENDUMS AND RECALL: 


1. Citizens in some jurisdictions may force referendum votes on mat- 
ters considered to be of great public importance by gathering a re- 
quired number of signatures. Would you favour such citizen-initiated 


referendum rights in Alberta? 
91% Yes 
3% No 
6% No answer 


2. Some jurisdictions have procedures which allow voters to recall 
elected representatives with a required number of signatures. Would 
you favour citizen-initiated recall rights in Alberta? 


87% Yes 
8% No 
5% No answer 
TAXES AND SPENDING: 


3. Please choose the ONE major direction you feel the CTF should 
advocate in the event of a federal budget surplus. 


59% Tax cuts + debt reduction 
23% Debt reduction only 
9% Combination of tax cuts/more 
spending/debt reduction 
7% Tax cuts only 
1% More spending and debt reduction 
1% No answer 
— Tax cuts and more spending 
— More spending only 


4. Considering your total provincial tax burden — prop- 
erty and business taxes, the provincial portion of income 


taxes, and all other taxes and levies, do you feel Alber- 
ta’s taxes are... 

66% Too high 

25% About right 

10% No answer 

_ Too low 


5. In order to introduce a sales tax in Alberta, a govern- 
ment would need voter approval in a referendum. Do 
you feel that process should also apply to any proposed 
new or increased taxes? 


90% Yes 
1% No 
3% No answer 
1% No opinion 


6. Please choose the ONE major direction you feel the 
CTF should advocate, in the event of a provincial budget 
surplus in any year. 


48% Tax cuts and debt reduction 

21% Debt reduction only 

19% Tax cuts/spending/debt reduction 
6% Tax cuts only 
3% More spending and debt reduction 
1% Tax cuts and more spending 
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1% 


No answer 
More spending only 


7. If provincial taxes were to be cut, which ONE tax would you give 
the highest priority for reducing or eliminating? 


66% Personal income taxes 
16% Gasoline/fuel taxes 
11% Property taxes 

3% No answer 

2% Business taxes 

1% Corporate taxes 

1% Other 


8. Would you support the introduction of a provincial sales tax... 


17% Yes — only if provincial portion of personal 
income tax eliminated. 
3% Yes — only if property tax eliminated. 
3% No answer 
2% Yes — Alberta should have a provincial sales tax 
1% Only if business taxes eliminated 
73% No — would not accept under any of those 


conditions 


*The CTF 1997-98 Supporter Survey was distributed in a recent issue of The 
Taxpayer magazine as well as by CTF membership representatives. Some per- 
centage totals may not add up to 100% due to rounding. 345 responses were 
compiled to provide these results. The survey does not necessarily reflect the 
opinions of all of the CTF's supporters, but it does accurately reflect the views of 
those CTF supporters who responded. 


Percentage of Alberta CTF supporters 
favouring the following tax cuts 


by Richard Truscott 
he Oxford Dictionary 
defines the word irony as “an ill-timed or 
perverse arrival of an event or circumstance 
that is in itself desirable”. 

Irony is certainly no stranger to politics. For 
example, during the most frigid days of the Cold War, 
it took the election of rabid anti-Communist Richard 
Nixon as U.S. President to crack open the door 
between the U.S. and Red China in the early 1970s. 
Thus the old adage: “only Nixon could go to China”, 

Or just take a gander at the current situation in 
Saskatchewan with Crown corporations and the sale of 
government assets. The NDP under Roy Romanow 
fought tooth and nail against the privatization agenda 
of the Devine government in the late 1980s, particu- 
larly the proposed sale of SaskEnergy. Ideologically, 
philosophically, and even morally, they were opposed 
to privatization and repeatedly held the Tories’ feet to 
the fire over what they believed to be an attack on the 
province’s very foundation. 

Ironically, however, since their return to power in 
1991 the NDP has continued to sell off government 
assets — only in a much more discreet fashion than the 
previous Tory administration. 

For example, earlier this year the province sold off 


its 50% stake in the Lloydminster heavy oil upgrader 
to Husky Oil for $308 million. The government also 
gained $72.6 million last year from selling its shares in 
Wascana Energy and recorded a $515.8 million in 
1996 from selling its share in the uranium company 
Cameco Inc. 

As a result of the sale of these assets, Saskatchewan 
may soon benefit from a better credit rating. Early in 
June, the New York-based Moody’s Investor Service 
said Saskatchewan’s financial performance has 
improved and warrants a review of its credit rating. (If 
the government’s credit rating is upgraded, it will pay 
lower debt servicing costs when borrowing money on 
international markets.) 

Yes, the government will have cut its debt to $11.6 
billion by the end of next year. But as Moody points 
out in its report, most of the progress on reducing the 
debt has come from “the orderly divestiture of entre- 
preneurial investments”, or in other words, privatiza- 
tion. 

That’s the good news, right? 

And yes, it’s true that Saskatchewan’s NDP govern- 
ment has managed to balance the budget, but it hasn’t 
accomplished this feat by controlling its tax and spend 
habits. In fact, the budget is only balanced this year 
because of $100 million in higher utility taxes and of 
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course, $100 million from the Lloydminster upgrader, 
$374 million from liquor and gaming and a $310 
million equalization handout from Ottawa. Without 
these sources of revenue, our government would still 
be drowning in three-quarters of a billion dollars of 
red ink. 

If the government can see the wisdom of privatiza- 
tion to keep its head above water, then why not sell 
other government assets and really get us out of hock. 
The government still has another $2 billion tied up in 


OFL 
SA Mer 


by Richard Truscott 


\ , y ithout question, the most fundamental 
principle of good government is account- 
ability. 

Unfortunately, over the past number of years account- 
ability has been sorely lacking on issues affecting Native 
people; accountability by governments to taxpayers for 
the massive amount of money being spent, and account- 
ability by the Native politicians to the people living on 
reserves. 

Let’s first assess the current situation. The federal 
government spends over $6 billion on Natives each year. 
As a percentage of total departmental spending, this is 
second only to the Department of National Defense. In 
Saskatchewan alone, the federal Department of Indian 
Affairs distributes more than $400 million to Indian bands 
annually. 

Yet despite directing billions of dollars towards Indian 
bands, the basic needs of many Native people are still not 
being met. For example, one-third of Native people on 
reserves live in overcrowded conditions and one-half of 
the children live in poverty. Alcoholism, suicide, illness 
and crime rates are also three times higher for natives 


eo) 
a) 


other wheelings and dealings such as the Meadow 
Lake Pulp Mill and the Saskferco fertilizer plant at 
Belle Plaine, not to mention the $7.7 billion worth of 
assets in the major Crown corporation including 
SaskPower, SaskEnergy, SaskTel, SGI and STC. 

The NDP government should quit being so two- 
faced; they should be upfront with the taxpayers of 
Saskatchewan and explain to them honestly why they 
are dumping their program of government ownership 
onto the ash heap of history where it belongs. ™@ 


than for other 
Canadians. 

Why? One big 
reason is the lack 
of accountability. 
According to federal figures, over 80% of the govern- 
ment’s expenditures were administered through band 
councils and other Native organizations. Our govern- 
ments continue to spend billions of tax dollars without the 
corresponding assurance that those dollars are steered 
toward those truly in need. 

Sadly, newspaper stories are once again circulating 
about the dire financial situation of many Indian bands in 
Saskatchewan. 

The Department of Indian Affairs has confirmed that 
the province’s 70 bands are more than $50 million in 
debt. Of these 70 bands, more than 35 have deficits, 
three are in a form of receivership, six are operating 
under a co-management regime and 34 have been asked 
to draft a plan to deal with their mountain of debt. Only 
12 are actually balancing their books. 

An official with the Department of Indian Affairs 
stated the obvious when he said: “It’s been growing over 
the past three or four years and we consider it a problem.’ 

There are, of course, some Indian bands that are well 
managed, carry no debt, and are accountable to the 
average person living on the reserve. But allegations of 
corruption, nepotism, and bad management continue to 


’ 


crop up on many other reserves. Some say contracts for 
housing and renovations are awarded without competi- 
tion, or information about the companies receiving the 
contracts is not being disclosed. Others remark that it is 
virtually impossible for rank-and-file band members to 


get copies of annual financial audits. It was even reported 


recently that some band leaders are being paid more than 
our Prime Minister. 

The bottom-line is many Natives living on reserves 
continue to worry that essential services are suffering but 
their politicians are not held accountable. 


To clear the air on this issue, the Canadian Taxpayers 
Federation is calling for a system of independent annual 
financial AND operational audits for all Indian bands in 
Saskatchewan. These audits would use key performance 
indicators to determine the efficiency, effectiveness, and quality 
of the services being offered on reserves. 

But, until the federal government and the Native 
politicians accept and implement the principles of 
accountability, transparency, and disclosure, there will 
continue to be allegations of financial misuse and waste 
on Indian reserves. 


Activi 


report 


for the Saskatchewan division 
of the CTF (December.1997 - May 1998) 


Media Summary: 


The first six months with Richard 
Truscott as the CTF’s Provincial Director 
in Saskatchewan have been busy. In 
December, Richard generated significant media 
interest around the CTF’s tax cuts campaign and the 
string of Crown utility rate hikes. In January, the CTF’s 
pressure through the media was instrumental in forcing 
the provincial government to back down from 
SaskPower’s risky investment in the South 
American country of Guyana. February and 
March saw the CTF comment extensively on 
the absurdly high levels of compensation for 
certain Native politicians and the lack of 
accountability for tax dollars spent on 
Indian reserves around the province. In 
February and March, the CTF 


also focused on government finances, as 
both the federal and provincial governments 
tabled their budgets. In March alone Richard 
recorded an impressive 73 media contacts with 
the CTF’s pre-budget submission to the provincial 
Finance Minister garnering considerable media atten- 
tion. Throughout March, April, and May, the CTF 
commented widely on the Channel Lake scandal and the 
golden handshake for departing SaskPower president 
Jack Messer. More recent media activity included 
comments on the CTF’s petition on Natives paying 
PST on off-reserve purchases, the sale of Crown 
Life, and the federal government’s $150-million 
Millennium Fund. 


Print: Over the first six months being on the 
job, Richard has been quoted extensively in 


the Regina-Leader Post, the Saskatoon Star-Phoenix, 
the Prince Albert Herald, the Regina Free Press, 
Western Report, and a number of the province’s weekly 


papers. 


Radio: Richard appeared twice on CJ WW’s “Lets 
Talk Saskatchewan” call-in show, twice on CKRM’s 
Greg Bohnert talk show and has been interviewed by 
CJGX (Yorkton), CKRM 
(Regina), CKOM (Saskatoon), 

CKBI (Prince Albert), CJIME 
(Regina), CBC-Radio (Regina), 
and CJVR (Melfort), to name a 
few. 


7¥- CTF-Sask has hit the 
airwaves with Richard being 
interviewed on the major 
provincial TV networks 
including: CKCK (Regina), 
CBC (Regina and Saskatoon), 
Global (Regina and 
Saskatoon), and CTV 
(Yorkton). Richard also 
appeared on the Cable Regina 
show “Plugged In’, and the 
“Roy Norris Show” on Shaw 
Cable in Saskatoon. 


Presentations and 
Speeches: 


The CTF-Sask made a 
number of presentations to 
local and provincial govern- 
ments including a detailed pre- 
budget submission to the 
provincial Finance Minister, 
and a submission to Regina 
City Council on the business 
tax. Richard also gave 
speeches to the Regina 
Kiwanis Club in January and 
the Dundurn Ratepayers 
Association in April arguing 
for lower taxes and greater 
accountability from Crown 
corporations. In May, the CTF 
met with the RCMP and filed a 
formal complaint on behalf of 
all Saskatchewan taxpayers to 
determine whether a criminal 


Talk show 
television 


richard 


truscott 
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investigation was warranted regarding the Channel Lake 
scandal. 


Events: 


CTF-Saskatchewan has also been busy travelling 
throughout the province attending public hearings and 
events as the taxpayer’s watchdog. Richard attended a 
SaskEnergy rate review hearing in late 
November in Weyburn, travelled to Prince 
Albert for an editorial board meeting, went 
to a Public School Board meeting in 
Saskatoon, and participated in the Univer- 
sity of Saskatchewan College of Com- 
merce’s mock provincial budget exercise. 
Richard has also become a regular fixture 
over at the provincial legislature and could 
be found tracking the politicians during the 
Throne Speech, on budget day, and for 
many of the hearings into the Channel Lake 
affair. 

The CTF-Sask co-sponsored an event at 
the University of Regina on no-fault 
insurance in Saskatchewan. 

All news releases, commentaries and 
reports for the Saskatchewan Division can 
be found on the CTF website: 
www.taxpayer.com. 


Saskatchewan media from December 1997 to May 1998 


by Victor Vrsnik 


ot since 1989 have Manitobans witnessed 
the miracle of a provincial income tax cut. 


Then, the rate dropped from 54% to 52% 
of the federal tax payable. It took the Manitoba 
Tories another ten years to repeat the same trick. 

After July 1, 1998, Manitoba taxpayers with a 
sense for detail will notice a modest rate reduction on 
their pay cheques as the provincial income tax rate 
drops from 52% to 51% this year and then to 50% in 
1999. 

For a family of four earning $40,000, the 1998 
savings will amount to about two dollars for every 
two-week pay period, or $54 for the whole year. A 
fist full of dollars courtesy of the Finance Minister 
will barely register with Manitobans planning their 
personal budgets. 

Despite the two-point income tax 
cut, Manitoba still 


Write: The Hon. Eric Stefanson, Minister of Finance, Room 103, 
Manitoba Legislature, 450 Broadway, Winnipeg, MB R3C OV8 Ph: 


suffers from 
one of the most uncompetitive 
income tax rates in the country. 

Ontario’s 30% tax cut over the past three years 
took taxpayers from 58% in 1996 to 40.5% effective 
July 1998. That amounts to nearly a $700 tax cut for 
the same family of four. 

The Manitoba family will pay just over $3,000 in 
provincial income taxes for 1998. Meanwhile, the same 
family would only have to pay about $2,000 in Ontario 
income taxes, and $2,500 in Alberta income taxes. 

Even the NDP government in Saskatchewan out- 
paced the Filmon Tories with an income tax cut that 
leaves Saskatchewan taxpayers with a rate of 48% of the 
basic federal tax. Last year, their government also 
dropped sales taxes from 9% to 7%. 

The Manitoba government made a deliberate political 
decision to only tinker with the income tax rate even 
though the opportunity for meaningful and competitive 
cuts were at hand. Before this year’s budget was tabled, 
the government was sitting on a surplus of $577 million. 

Meanwhile tax revenues increased by $880 million 
over the past five years. What more will it take for 
the Filmon government to step up to the plate 

and implement a meaningful and much 
needed tax cut? 
The two-bit income tax cut barely puts a 
scratch in Manitoba’s rising tax burden. Take 

a second look at your pay cheque. On the next 

section of your pay slip is a line reserved for CPP 
premium hikes, scheduled to rise from 6.4% in 
1998 to 9.9% in 2003, split between employer and 
employee. (That’s already up from 5.6% in 1996.) 
Let Finance Minister Eric Stefanson know that 
Manitoba cannot afford to fall farther behind the rest of 
the country with its tax rates. The time for meaningful 
tax cuts is now. 


(204) 945-3952 fax: (204) 945-6057 


by Victor Vrsnik 

“The people deserve a greater voice, ” 
said Justice Minister Vic Toews. This 
seemingly harmless comment about 
reforming the judiciary struck a raw 
nerve with members of Manitoba’s legal 
community. Some lawyers and judges 
were mortified that the Attorney General 
would dare challenge the judiciary’s 
exclusive right to judge the judiciary. 
Musings by the Justice Minister or 
taxpayers on electing judges was seen as 
meddling in mysterious and sacrosanct 
legal traditions. In spite of public 
support for a reformed judiciary, the 
debate was soon put to rest. 

The reaction to Mr. Toews’ comments 
on electing judges is a symptom of a 
growing rift. The rift is between the 
average citizen’s desire for a more 
meaningful role in the public policy 
process and those who would like to push 
“Joe Q. Public” back down to his place. 

Writing to the same issue, Winnipeg 
Free Press Columnist Francis Russell 
fears that elected judges would pander to 
the “rule of the mob.” Here, public 
pressure and accountability is regarded as 
a corrupting influence. It is a nonsense 


Politicians: Turning the running of the country over to unelected 
and unaccountable officials such as judges. 


rooted in an anti-democratic fear of the 
electorate. 


The whole process stems from the 
desire of politicians to shield themselves from full 
public scrutiny. Over time, they have increasingly 
transferred their authority to a collection of 
unelected judges, ombudsmen, Senators, labour 
arbitrators and advisory boards - the Sixth Estate. 
Only now are politicians realizing that once given 
up, this authority is hard to take back. 

Education Minister Linda McIntosh has been 
told that neither she nor the government has the 
authority to reinstate the singing of God Save the 
Queen in public schools. Instead, the decision is 
reserved for an appointed advisory board made up 
senior educators and private citizens. 

Striking an advisory board to rule on who sings 
what releases the government from the risk of poor 


political judgement. But it also leaves the decision 
in the hands of individuals whose agenda may or 
may not reflect the public’s mood on the Monarchy. 
If the government is unsure of itself on this issue, 
why not put it to voters in the form of a referendum 
during the next general election? 

Another unelected authority will settle the 
impasse over the Manitoba doctors’ dispute. The 
provincial government and the Manitoba Medical 
Association have agreed to refer all outstanding fee 
disputes for provincial physicians to binding 
arbitration. The provincial government is considered 
to be in conflict of interest when deciding how much 
taxpayers should pay to accommodate grieving 
doctors. Again, the wisdom and impartiality of an 


appointed arbitrator is considered superior to the boards amount to zero. 


judgement of our elected officials. What follows from this trend toward unelected 

- Federal parliamentarians were presumably unfit to decision-making bodies is the removal of important 

settle the dispute over Canada’s abortion laws in public policy decisions from public scrutiny 

1988 and, most recently Quebec’s right to separate. altogether. It dilutes the power of our elected 

On both occasions, the unelected Supreme Court was officials and throws into question who has the 

charged with the responsibility to pass judgement on moral authority to govern and make laws. The 

sensitive issues where the federal government was other casualty of this phenomenon is direct 

unwilling to risk its own political capital. democracy, dimly viewed as an assault on the 

Mr. Toews is correct to point out that the traditions of our colonial heritage. 

Supreme Court has become a power unto itself. Advocates of general elections, referendums, 

“Ninety-five per cent of the people of Canada plebiscites and other forms of direct and 

cannot tell you who the chief justice of Canada is, representative democracy should not take lightly 

and yet (he is) the most powerful person in terms of the trend toward unelected and unaccountable 

political policy that is developed in this country,” decision-making bodies. To reverse this erosion of 

said Mr. Toews in a recent interview. the democracy, the public should demand the right 

The number of votes cast in favour of this to participate in decision-making through direct 
collection of judges, arbitrators and advisory referendum votes on public policy issues. 
ro? Ie 'G, 
VY \Cx 
“Went 
Introduction “ Residential Property Taxes 

The burden of Winnipeg property taxes for an Winnipeg’s total property tax of $2,481 (including 
average single-family house can be measured in municipal and school taxes for the average single-family 
comparison with property taxes in other Canadian cities. house) ranked second highest, beaten only by Montreal 
The findings below are based on the City of Edmonton’s for total tax burden. St. John’s, Newfoundland had the 
1997 Property Tax and Utility Charge Survey. lowest tax levy. 

For the purposes of the survey, the average single- Winnipeg’s total tax represents 133% of 


family house is defined as a ten- to fifteen-year old, 
detached three-bedroom bungalow with a main 

floor area of 1,200 square feet, having a one- 
car garage, on a 5,500 square foot lot. 


the seventeen cities’ average tax of 
$1,833. 


Municipal Taxes 
If school taxes are 
excluded, 
Winnipeg’s 
municipal tax 
of $1,344 
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(homeowner grants and credits included) ranked 5" Winnipeg school tax represents 183% of the 
highest of the 17 cities surveyed. Winnipeg seventeen cities’ average tax of $685. 
municipal tax represents 114% of the seventeen 

cities’ average tax of $1,178. 


Property Tax Increases 
School Taxes Winnipeg’s average total property tax increase since 
If municipal taxes are excluded, Winnipeg’s school 1992 was 2.9% per year, higher than the sixteen 
tax of 1,252 ranked second highest after Toronto. cities’ average of 1.5%. ™ 


Table 1: Comparative property tax levy ona 
sample house in 1997 ' 


Rt piel ee das 
ax cre 
Pas [a [a at | 


cmt 
[ie [5 


Prepared by: The City of Edmonton, Planning and Development Department, Planning Services Branch, Revised December 1997 - Notes: 1. The 
sample house is defined as a 10 to 15 year old detached three bedroom bungalow with a main floor area of 1,200 square feet, full basement but no 
recreation room or fireplace, one car garage, on 5,500 square foot lot. 2. Grant is $470 for homeowners with age 64 years or under and $745 for senior 
citizens or handicapped. 3. Provincial government homeowners grant for occupied dwelling.4. Based on a median value single-family house that may 
not correspond to the sample house described above. 
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and a phased-in flat 
rate for business 
education property 
taxes. 
But those 
improvements are 
alongside confused and 
= & mish-mashed new 
exemptions, 
“Tinker Tax" aaa as for 
ax cuts an 
cuts dominate targeted tax cuts 
budget 


that confer special 
speech privileges on the 


usual list of sexy 
* Mid-year entertainment and hi- 
restructuring = ‘ech companies. 
blow-out The cuts range 


shows deficit from the absurd — e.g. 
struggle a sales tax exemption 


for local payphone 
continues charges that benefits 


only one company and 
no consumers - to the bizarre — an exemp- 
tion from the PST for disabled Ontarians. 
Presumably, this would require the collection 


Seb idan: Raley of every PST-eligible receipt by the disabled 
any commentators hailed Ontario’s taxpayer throughout the year. If only Mr. Eves had 
1998 budget as a public relations recalled his Premier’s own mantra that tax cuts 
triumph. And that it is. It’s a careful must be big, broad and visible to be useful. 


/ 


blend of the best sides of Premier Mike Harris, 
National Finance Minister Paul Martin and Health 
Minister Elizabeth Witmer. A big tax cut here, Debts and Deficits — Still big numbers: 
some tinker tax cuts there, and a whole lot of new 


: : fici tion is le, 
spending on health to soften things up a little. dgatbow Jon pula pages eal gk <vaese ruin 


behind expectations. The projected deficit 
in 1999 is $4.2 billion, or $600 million ahead of 
where the Province had planned to be back in 
1995-96. Finance Minister Eves hinted that a $2- 
billion deficit is more likely in ‘99, but he chose to 
stick to the more conservative estimate. 


But Ontarians still have a lot of reasons to be 
wary, given the lack of a coherent policy on tax 
cuts, and the unfinished battle against the deficit. 
For progress on either, taxpayers will have to wait 
for at least another year. And that’s another year of 


borrowed money. if 
y Debt finance costs are expected to reach 16.9% 


of total budget expenditures this year, up from 15% 
wi ae ed at year-end of 1995. This projection moves debt 
Tax cuts mix hig numbers with little cuts interest ahead of social services spending to be- 
he most positive tax changes included come Ontario’s third most costly government 
accelerated completion of the 30% tax cut, program.@ 
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ntario’s fiscal mystery 


The Tory Mid-Year Spending Spree 1997-98 


by Brian Kelcey 


t the end of the current fiscal year, 
Ontario should be $5.2 billion in the red. 
hat’s roughly $1.4 billion ahead of 


Ontario’s deficit reduction schedule. Last fiscal 
year (1996-97), we were $6.9 billion in the hole. 
That’s roughly $1.9 billion ahead of schedule. 

Does something seem wrong with this picture?. 
The province was ahead of its deficit reduction 
schedule in 1996 by $2.7 billion, but now that 
‘lead’ has evaporated by $1.3 billion when it 
should have been even larger. Remember, too, that 
these numbers are pre-budget 1998, so new tax cuts 
- like completion of the 30% cut - are not a factor. 
So why is their advantage shrinking ? 

For one answer, simply compare “1997-98 In- 
Year Revenue Changes” and “1997-98 In- Year 
Expense Changes.” In other words, windfalls vs. 


unplanned 


spending. 


provincial tax dollars 


are spent - 1998 


83.1% 
Program ( 
spending 


ie wm util 


In all, the provincial government brought in 
$3.7 billion more than it expected to last year. Just 
over half of that was from higher-than-expected 
income tax revenues. An additional $815 million 
in unbudgeted savings created a ‘windfall’ total of 
$4.5 billion. 

But then emergencies like the ice storm con- 
sumed $91 million. However, disaster relief paled 
in comparison to political relief. New spending on 
drugs, pay equity, and health were dwarfed by $2.6 
billion in cost overruns (versus $610 million 
budgeted) for the chaotic health care and municipal 
government restructuring. 

Total “new” debits - $4.1 billion. Take away 
the restructuring cost overruns from last year 
alone, and our deficit today would be 50% 
smaller. If it weren’t for the $650 million “cau- 
tion” reserve and $340-odd million in capital 
savings, the deficit would be a mere $400 million 
ahead of target, despite billions in new tax dollars. 

If a Liberal or NDP government blew several 
billion dollars extra in mid-year, there 

would be little praise. But Mr. Eves and 
colleagues can thank the tax cuts for 
their looming revenues. But if they 
don’t keep focused on the spending 
side of the equation, the tide of 
red ink will begin to rise once 
again. @ 


16.9% 
Deht 
Interest 


Balanced budget law update 


Ignoring the advice of the Standing Committee 
on Finance, and despite a three-year old promise to 
do so, Premier Harris’s commitment to pass bal- 
anced budget legislation “immediately” upon his 
election remains unfulfilled. 

The slowing attack on the deficit suggests that 
the government is deliberately idling in its push for 
a balanced budget, perhaps to build its political and 


fiscal strategy around a May-June 1999 election 
campaign. 

Taxpayers are likely to see a balanced budget 
tabled next year, perhaps accompanied by balanced 
budget legislation. The writ would be dropped days 
later. This strategy amounts to trying to win the big 
prize twice in the same lottery with a second prom- 
ise to pass a balanced budget law. 


Downloading restraint on local politicians 


|he Honest Polticians Ac 


by Brian Kelcey 

Throughout the winter of 1997-98, new municipal 
and local politicians adjusted to their new jobs by 
focusing on pressing issues. Take Richmond Hill as an 
example. Their city council rushed to pass massive pay 
hikes and after months of wrangling, a more modest 
increase was finally approved. School boards worked to 
find expense account loopholes to overcome the $5,000 
limit on compensation 
imposed by the 
Province. 


In Toronto, 
the “Megacity” 
council’s first big 
item of business: 
increase office 
budgets and pay 
raises. Months 
later a Global 
TV news story 
revealed that 
several city 
councillors in 
unified Toronto 
were hiring their 
own family 
members with 
public funds. 
Typically, even 
the most honest, 
hardworking 


councillors are now tainted by a scandal 
made possible by a lack of basic restraint. 

While taxpayers screamed in outrage, Tory MPP Jim 
Brown was busy scribbling the first draft of a private 
members bill to prevent any repetition of “Local 
TroughFest ’98.”” CTF-Ontario offered a few additional 
suggestions based on rules in other jurisdictions. The 
result is the proposed “Honest Politicians Act.” At press 
time, the bill is about to go to the Legislature for schedul- 
ing. 

For cities, regions or school boards with more than 
50,000 residents, the bill would: 


° Prevent politicians from raising salaries or office 
budgets until 90 days beforean election. 

- Prevent elected officials from hiring family 
members. 

e Eliminate tax-free allowances in councillor 
salaries. 

° Empower the Ontario Integrity Commissioner to 
review local politicians. 

° Ensure that information on office budgets and 
spending are available to the public. 

° Make elected representatives who overspend 


office budgets liable for the overrun, except where 
each expense is publicly reviewed and passed by 
the board or council. 

° Require the immediate resignation of local 
politicians who accept nomination to seek another 
office (except if that office is in the same 
jurisdiction — for instance, a councillor running for 
mayor would be exempt). 


Write or call MPP Jim Brown (PC - Scarborough 
West) to offer complaints, praise, suggestions or amend- 
ments for the “Honest Politicians Act.” Remember, it’s a 
private members bill, so party whips won’t necessarily 
control the votes of their MPPs. Contact Mr. Brown via 


LG MUTE 


(ae Standart & Poor's 
Se Bond ratings 
7YN aren't giving 
™ Oniario 


more credit 


by V. Joy Schmit 
ik year was 1995 and fiscal concerns had 
captured the voting public’s attention, par 
ticularly after free-spending Bob Rae and 
his NDP colleagues racked up $49 billion in debt. 

In the previous 123 years, the provincial debt had 
only reached $39 billion. Enter Mike Harris, ushered 
into government on June 8, 1995 with a mandate for 
frugal government. 

Despite rhetoric about “hack and slash govern- 
ment,” and “making difficult choices,” Standard & 
Poor's (S&P), one of the most influential bond rating 
services in North America, doesn’t think things have 
changed that much in the Ontario debt marketplace. 

The agency has given Ontario an AA-minus 

credit rating. That’s the same as 
what it gave Ontario under 
the New 


e-mail at 


Jim_Brown@ontla.ola.org-, call (416)325-8636, or 
write to Mr. Jim Brown, MPP, 11" Floor, 25 
Grosvenor St, Toronto Ontario, M7A 1Y6 


'Y | ‘ : / hed I Democrats. 
The rea- 
sons are 

clear — the Ontario government has yet to balance its 
budget and therefore, taxpayer-supported debt con- 
tinues to amass. Ontario Hydro’s precarious status 
also puts all taxpayers at risk. 

S & P maintains that because deficit reduction 
in Ontario lags behind other provinces, debt levels 
have risen by over $8 billion, leaving a projected 
provincial debt of $110 billion by the time the 
books are balanced. According to S & P docu- 
ments, “tax-supported debt (net of cash holdings), 
which includes all provincial and municipal debt but 
excludes the self-supporting liabilities of Ontario Hy- 
dro, is projected to rise to approximately 35 % of GDP 
at year-end fiscal 1999, up from about 29% in fiscal 
1995.” 

When other liabilities like Ontario Hydro are 
taken into account, Ontario’s debt to GDP ratio rises 
to approximately 43 %. S & P has always considered 
Ontario Hydro to be “self-supporting” for the pur- 
poses of calculating taxpayer-supported debt, but the 
debt is so large the utility is sed considered a “mar- 
ginal asset” at best. 

In all fairness, the Tories have improved On- 
tario’s credit outlook, if not its overall rating. In 1991, 
under Premier Peterson, Ontario enjoyed an AAA 
credit rating, the highest possible. That deteriorated 
quickly to an AA- (negative) in 1993 under Bob Rae’s 
New Democrats but has since improved somewhat to 
an AA (stable). 

S&P blames tax cuts for the delay. But blame 

could just as easily fall on billions 

blown on bungled restructuring 

adventures. Either way, the 
bond rating and rising debt 

ok - costs are signs that balancing 

;. the budget must remain an 
&> extremely high priority in 
Ontario.@ 
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Corporate welfare Il 


More handouts from Industry Canada 


Below is a list of more corporate handouts from 
Industry Canada given between 1983 and 1997. Grants 
(g) and contributions (c) do not have to be paid back. 
With a contribution, however, the company has to meet 
certain pre-specified requirements. Some of these busi- 
nesses also received conditionally repayable contribu- 
tions, which represent loans with repayment schedules 
based on royalty and/or sales agreements. There is no 
guarantee that conditionally repayable contributions will 
be repaid to the government. And the more flexible or 
unrealistic the repayment conditions, the lower the 


Take a look 


Bell Canada, Longueuil, QU - (C) ......sssssssssssessnscssesssseesssecensecesecessccens 
Clear Springs Golf Course, Powassan, ON - (c) 
Club de Golf le Patrimoine Ltee, St. Jacques, NB - (c) 
Congnos Incorporated, Ottawa, ON - (c) 
Colio Wines of Canada Limited, Harrow, ON - (c) . 
Fun Sun Vacations Ltd., Banff, AB - (c) 
General Electric CDA. Inc., Power Generea, Peterborough, ON - 
cae Sa MEE Spake tr GSR Aiba agi a Deer aa aa 
General Motors of Canada Ltd., London, ON - (c) . 
Gerber (Canada) Inc., Niagara Falls, ON - (c) 
GP Molson 93/94/95/96, Montreal, QU - (c) 
Hershey Canada Inc., Dartmouth, NS - (C) ...e.sssesssssessssseseesne 
Hillebrand Estates Winery, Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON - (c) .... 
Holiday Inn Crowne Plaza, Edmonton, AB - (C) .......ssssessssee 
Holland America Line Westours Inc., Seattle, Wash - (c) 


probability the loans will be repaid. 

The first section involves a handful of some of the 
more interesting handouts, including the Royal Bank, 
wineries and a few golf clubs. Nothing like subsidizing 
green fees. The next list contains grants and contributions 
given to foreign companies. And the final list, entitled 
Your Dollars... Hard at Work, identifies non-profit 
organizations, industry associations, business lobby 
groups and various others that have received money from 
Industry Canada. 


(c)=contributions (g) = grants 


at these!! 


Hotel Howard Johnson Plaza, Edmundston, NB - (c) 
IPSCO Inc., Regina, SK - (c) 
Magic Mountain Water Park Ltd., Moncton, NB - (c) 
Northern Telecom Limited, Nepean, ON - (C) .......... 
Pine Needle Golf & Country Resort Ltd., Upper Aboujagane, NB - 


(c 
Royal Shediac Golf & Country Resort, Shediac NB - (c) ... 
Sears Canada Inc., Toronto, ON - (c) 
Sportsworld Group PLC, England - (c) 
The Royal Bank of Canada, Toronto, ON - conditionally repayable 


(c 
Thomson-CSF Systems Canada Inc., Ottawa, ON - (c) 
TQIIC - Le Cirque du Soleil, Montreal, QU - other assistance .... 
Tundra Semiconductor Corporation, Kanata, ON - (c) 
West Edmonton Mall Ltd. - Edmonton, AB - (c) 


Foreign assistance 


Outbound Travel and Tours Inc., Minnesota, USA - (c) 
Cartan Tours Inc., Illinois, USA - (C) .....esssseesseessecssesesneessee 
West Travel, Brennan Tours Division, USA - (¢) .........0+. 
Alberta Department of Tourism, Montana, USA - (c) .... 
Yukon Chamber of Commerce, Alaska, USA - (c) 
Sonometrics Corporation, Georgia, USA - (C) ......ssesssseesee 
ADM Materiel/Dept. of National Defence, Germany - (c) ... 
European Space Agency, Paris, France - (c) 
Stanley Consulting Group Ltd, Europe - (c) 
Accessible Isolation Holidays, England - (c) 


Kuoni Travel Ltd., England - (c) 


Neilson Leisure Group PLC, England - (C) ......:ssssssssssssssssssessssesneeeseeeens 5,250 
Thomas Cook Limited, England - (C) .....-sssessssssssssssssvsssnecssessssssessennss 10,770 
CUO ead LTS ETH IIY = (Cras scss caste sosccnse sescnsinnssnsisbasicansévésanevesinsesn 13,660 


Organization Economic Cooperation Development, Paris, France - 
10) apsis adic mepieenee mio sai Bee ditt rap eLadinaanaten ne 

Medtronic of Canada Ltd., Tokyo, Japan - (c) ... 

Medical Devices Canada, Tokyo, Japan - (c) .. 

The Oralife Group Inc., Beijing, China - (c) 

Innova Corp., Japan - (c) 


Your dollars at work! 


Aerospace Industries Assoc. of Canada, Abbotsford, BC - 


(cy Cea ite Cp Bnd oye ore Wena Re SOP. 5 pA eens Ee $196,400 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ... .. 281,000 
| OAR RE REG: SPS TE ASRS, 88,650 
cA RMT! GULL ae maine SSE 25,000 


Aiesec Sherbrooke, Sherbrooke, QU - 
Alberta Assessors Association, Edmonton, AB - (c) ... 
Alberta Baptist Association, Calgary, AB - (c) 
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Alliance of Manufacturers & Exporters, NF - (c) 


Toronto, ON - (g) ..... 20,000 
(OF cscSpasteessageeke tape tee cates ShetCede coca tacinne¥sncasgitacuccttueMenadpeasiiona 107,700 
LOY. Ss decdeb aot amen tan tfenns svitigeses cosh at haben Soka eras ucpToes eect VSR RR RT NEMO 24,000 
(Ch, assass ..- 96,000 
10) Ssise ... 96,000 
{C) ..s . 30,000 
{G) case . 96,610 
1G) sees .- 96,000 
LEY cascupscasvas asain toe atainnatevanbaveuoterqantecvenieasa oeascuetausasnauait cotsios SRN 12,500 
CPEs Sivas urea toast oesas otaana hoses csveneracersiarenchaApi riage fas iotne iy sioerseroone 400,000 
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Ren igi oaks. oie. | oe Sie tn ae $15, 000 ite NE i ce ie ee $19,800 
NINN 0 cca Soe caste fecha vith fVaous oten tags ivnc} ste ronvateanaoeansiacn 8,758,000 RMT RA PVON: PEE = C) a cceaatscscsscathetes idence Nsdessaehsdtaasoss tarts sesulpsstdeowe 10,235 
IME GE acts scp sapitnvos scavsh os cbiratitndivscasleasennivnveseonsiscattbves .... 50,000 eT Cees PN Op stakres coos actsscascasaastoncaseosktsecccdsscrtcctvteccsoagaeastsstonae 6,262 
Toronto, ON - (C) ..ssssssseeeeens vessevs 27,440 British Columbia Chamber of Commerce, BC ~ (C) ........-:ssessssesssseresees 15,000 


Mar ad Ne, ON ares cscs nsinsscdoshacstevnssbodhscusnseetnssslessucdasd 60,000 Canada West Ski Areas Assoc., Victoria, BC - (C) ......ssesssessesneesnerssees 1,875 


SII sessesevsnecenscanslinsdssesscveroonssnesestetneee oun 100,000 isles tee noe or peice See NR Ee cas 9,714 
MN aera stlad putes sacha siiunasstivcricnoasencovssesorsssasssscnsvancorosnscisves 99,885 MINUET SAN soe accta yeasts dss, spsagoisinesctevcurininasieiaeei aimee igs 12,500 
Winnipeg, MB - (C) .--sssssessssssssesenssseesnsseee z -35.450 Canadian Advanced Technology Association, Ottawa, ON - (Q) ......... 25,000 
American Concrete Institute, Montreal, QU - (C) .....sseesssescsesssieenecee 15,750 ASR NN EP ees ooo castes srrearrecaeeatisvsenet esuatetoneeaaentaafeatataes 50,000 
TN A hates ctakats adhe rseste estas ce vepeeadnspnsvosedescon 15,750 fasiier Le. IC PARR NOS oe a Ppl eas SM er A. 29,000 
Assoc. of Atlantic Women Business Owners, Halifax, NS - (C) ............ 11,575 po NOE a NE a Ghee cea SR egPur onl ite eRe Sea 26,000 
Sc aaceeervreineteince 10,000 ND PSE aia ae ie RE Se A 50,000 
Assoc. of Chef's de Cuisine of Manitoba, Winnipeg, MB - (C) .............. 10,000 oo. RAT) ee pia coe iene aS h e R i antes eat C=O fe 20,000 
Assoc des Consuommateurs du QC Inc., Montreal, QU - (Q) ..........0+. 19,200 Ottawa, ON - (c) .... w.. 100,000 
TEs fane bags cossichondcasesiweesucosasiososbietsnovsssriaanssfea 20,000 CRI NG I) Basses coisa igen avon asaccab enncanthigp Ut aiays vlcalence tena g aera 5,700 
oa os canofhcs vgele snetesestnesfsnaicoteonassfoxdnangesninc¥s civeae 22,000 Ottawa, ON - (c) .... «4,000 
MRI ME dae caeonsh scan ych es Sencucs vcdeEsaynccsusvcdsscnadsicasanssesstssicvede 25,000 CNN EN i. vasrecacoxcosshonsstsssecsstsisteuens lessens uabpustoriatietieaiey 10,500 
re. decashamazceteelgeoristesiiconssbestbrita 15,000 Cotterwar, ON ~ (C) ...sessesisesnecssctorsessessonnenantenasesenseeaeeinensneesnnene 50,000 
a Iso orcas sbcbasvec oxajs apvestivdgs iveX Stas agissndhadeigsssatibecp oohie 7,500 SR 0 5 Sion cos coasts vs asa sosistua ondnasterviags ines pemeyOaiae 25,000 
WE LI) dacs cose tos sseesyde aubscicancecopsxcdTestoevoodierepeaotb 20,650 Ne a eee 50,000 
Montreal, QU - (g) .... .. 14,000 SE a NE Gara ctcast extoasacasgna acetiniicn i nceeeasrssstnneg oh Let oteeoncapete 7,500 
Montreal, QU - (c) . .. 52,000 (OOS Re ae a Bes 20,512 
WE oss crcccsscrcecrcearisncsinerioncncins Pee 20,000 NS REE LC a ae le 10,000 
Montreal, QU - (c) ..... ane Ptwarioe 60,000 Canadian Apparel Fed ‘ ze 4,335,000 
NY Gi oes voxpv tives evanpdeevhsteavihccevensseeovAosauhtsacqminndifinstinbeas 30,000 RN OIE EI) asc csscnsts cas eantrasbicanincesctesndistabysesdipascossavasnnnsstdediansrvepa 98,250 
IN crs ovaassiciene ter hivaetlinbogsctudlicdinsieast 15,150 i cease 91,950 
RINE cis soss vsacssvdbeesirvansseviost ruajeotedensscodistiriGandhintsion teva 40,700 Canadian Assoc. of School Administrators, Surrey, BC - (C) .........:s00 50,000 
Ben! = () ctrvcrreccnsyocvencgcennosctasiconennchasborsnedveonaontierSbenshbasavedsoanm 57,600 Canadian Assoc. of African Studies, Edmonton, AB - (C) ......ssssscsssssses 3,055 
RR LY Seaesascncdysnnnessesssesuyssdilnesborevndzecéosdvnstotsntatlmepsuonicsgaal 30,000 Canadian Automobile Dealers Assoc, Markham, ON - (C) ......ssssssess 3,055 
9c fel sreesnernnareantouaneunnnnnnsennnnennenannnnennnnnnnnttanse a Canadian Chamber of Commerce, Ottawa, ON - (g) ...... waves 20,550 
(OC) reccrverccccersesecvececseseescccsseerereuseeessescescesceseseesceseesesscasas 4 Otta , ON CN ae i ea Ee ei aaa 2 t 
Assoc. of Alberta Fly-in-Fishing LO, Grand Prairie, AB - (C) ..........ssse+0 7,563 mete ON - a Pav ctee et oa tO tle 1s ate tad scone 
MINE MI IER LCS actarrracesanpspeatnconave sda cboativvaticnaseiromecdboartcdnig oes HOME 1,707 Ottawa, ON - (c).... . 60,000 
SIENNA ccs pasos oes, aid isaays sunbeam eantS 1,499 Ottawa, ON - (C) ccccccscsssessssssseee . 4,500,000 
Assoc. Protection Automobilistes, Ottawa, ON - (g) . —_ Canadian ee Assoc, Otta ) oe ... 488,500 
ccovccceecassevcccescess + £4, Te t N PEE? ve0ed 44,7) 
Nort QU" Qh nnn 20000 Canadian Deeeterhutne Rams Ci io. 70000 
se <a ~ svrsenevernevarnenonnenesernenenenenenenevenaseatne eee Canadian Electricity Assoc., Montreal, QU - (C) .a.csssseesssee ... 490,000 
salle 7 sven feegy Canadian Environment Industry Assoc., Hudson, QU - (0). 30,000 
eS ee ae SR ee ed ¢ 2 oS (0) Rett t teen a .- 350,000 
ee 4 = CR LT ESA. SoM pres OE ERR EERE RI NE 14,900 
Montreal, QU - (c) .... “30,000 ‘uaae V4 es ee 
eae 20,000 ori = a ae 
ees 23.232 ie nc sl 7 
RACE SRR aa MR RR cea a 19.800 it ; SER ee oS Da ape ran Steet ee Bar en Pe f 
: Jeapean; ON Tepe yebbe (6) <..cssccscceceneisssastesicacestetaacaniapseasoateigessosresnss 32,000 
NMRA L0G) 505 5. acs dspasaitnadsvp’s caja saxo os col udnpnibwaedbsstoavotebED 18,400 
IMAL ON = PIII AC) cose caci cic ccdestsstosensateecaassioetepacckyaistsscggrpoaseen 30,000 
Montreal, QU = (6) ossreerrsennrnarnarnennernernnmnennnenennnnanne 18,600 WM PMLIA tors ass cncnt es ee 15,000 
ea ).. ae —_ Canadian Executive Service Org., Vancouver, BC - (C) .....ssssssssseessveees 65,000 
Montreal, QU -(c) . "34.700 MINI ES PN sibs co csssasazesncneoaisietvvdtaadsecdssch datobonteasspeisecssanasiopteeg 65,000 
Montreal, QU (c) .... e "48.800 RNIN Oy AGT en cao civtanictnseisoatavvrsoieehs tovianihaeed ihteat dvi weneatle 35,000 
Assoc. of Professional Enginee vevssesnees 107,018 Conan Plastics Industry Assoc., ON - (c) os 
Assoc. Fabricants de Meubles du Que, Montreal, Qu- HOE oy cresnciucases OMe °SMebgeca ge ee eer cr ey ot ee 30.200 
NTE TY Maced ashes dvs caliadaa cat cance lansccsbos nekaavestatsvtsupestscavansacees 75,000 5 ER eb ape an ria MER ey COE 57,900 
Atlantic Canada Entrepreneurship Ass'n, Halifax, NS - (C) ........sc-ssee 25,000 Stet niall Sar Sg cs Sa ge eC, sey Sal 64, 
Automotive Industries Assoc. of CDA, Ottawa, ON - (C) ......ssssssssseesee 6,300 1 “2 130,000 
BSC MRIT LAY cd: Cadadeaas this ceoeduscgosthasenckdictaseuespipiesbonssdndotert 15,000 2 Rie," 
sea Pye Windsor - (c) veee 44,500 
Re Seer eer et : NE RS Scion teinceninped ieee 48,600 
SEES Ae acronis (lene. ISS PRE ARE Ta 47,600 
i 17,95", Canadian Sporting Goods Assoc., Montreal, QU () vw 27,000 
see vio OSES OV a a eee ee ven 88,435 
jean hom Montreal, QU - (c) ...... sse1e 28,260 
pore , Montreal, QU - (c) ...... ssseee 10,000 
se 50,000 Meee OU oo seven 10,000 
ac, en ii Association, Burnaby, BC - (c) ... aa Consumers’ Association of Canada, Ottawa, ON - (Q) vss: 50,000 
deveevesccsesuvencsccccestcceccccsessuccousecceccecesses outs A ee a ee ae , 
Burnaby, BC - other assistance ..........ccsscssssscssssesccessssssesseessssseeetseessnnes 10,000 Hm = é 2 FEE ae brpon 
B.C. Wood Specialities Group Assoc., Vancouver, BC - (c) ....... . 2,500,000 ee Ly eee seomieeiMtnen OS cEE es 50,000 
Bed & Breakfast and Country Inns Assoc., Gander, NF - (C) ....:.ssssssseeese 765 Ottawa, ON - (9)... 100,000 
MMMM IRI OY ae echnnn oases ciich venice cnigeaben isis seusted pehcthon ceomeint Fine 876 Ottawa. ON (6) ccaseaavins iincsccabeasinn ... 200,000 
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CRP COMA LD) i scasesanscctnvokesqtiztsstuy oosassigisttovtanaestoecearteaeen eae $50,000 
CBW GIN = CGS ccs Susssciztaacrcce-assasteccancquon Soodesseoecsaenichtateceaerdinvia 100,000 
CRIP IEAIN = CAF ca chaps ooadpos Avsstpncssanircostacsaincenveecentnes bcs oeeapeseb aed 200,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g)...... . 50,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g)...... : 79,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g)...... 79,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g) . - 50,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g) . 52,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 80,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 30,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ...... . 85,000 
Vancouver, BC - (c) 43,760 
Ottawa, ON - (c)........ . 70,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 65,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 40,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 70,000 
Vancouver, BC - (c) 60,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 20,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 100,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 75,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 25,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 75,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 80,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 45,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 80,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 60,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) . 75,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 95,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 85,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 40,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 95,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c)....... 75,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 80,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 70,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 60,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 76,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 72,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 59,900 
Ottawa, ON - (Cc) ...... 61,100 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 54,050 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 57,800 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 56,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 57,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 52,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 38,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 26,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 43,800 
Ottawa, ON - (0) .....- 46,600 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 49,450 
, ON - (c) 23,500 
Ottawa, ON - (c) 37,600 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 45,300 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 64,300 
Ottawa, ON - (c) ....... 41,100 
Win ibe ER 31g) ose ce asecsocscrsastoase eons 14,000 
Consumers Assoc of Canada Sask, Saskatoon, SK - (c) .21,900 
Saskatoon, ene RR RR pore one Se La a oe 51,535 
Saskatoon, SK - , (c) 45,100 
Samson; SK MOF sc iccsecccisscentomaceiane 50,490 
Corner Brook Ski Club Ltd., Corner Brook, NFLD = (C) .........ssssessssneenne 34,250 
Council of Forest Industries of B.C., Vancouver, BC - (c) ........+ 11,790,733 
VANCOUVER, BG = (6). cai cons deissoransuts Manniterttn oretriages ... 2,740,000 
NMRFGOUIVIT TG = 16) caret <cencsss sasagscesesansansdaneqene sods otakenesshalay bes shterbaars 210,000 
Vancouver, BC - (c) ...... 12,348,000 
WEIMER, BG = 10) cls citcaescotnccacncitton destin sbostecnenactagasinaeneh arcana 145,000 
Dauphin River Fishermen’s Assoc Anama Bay, MB - (c) ... 17,060 
Aepprnet eRVIMG,; WAB = (6) cosessssssasssiscemyssviSuaneatet sseapessscobnaa agaeareoicneieae 10,000 


Dawson Bay Fishermen's Assoc., Mafeking, MB - (C) ....::::-sssssssesenes $13,467 
Dawson Bay, MB - (c) 2 
IPRA MN MIEN gan fabs cacapansevtens treneassagicuigeressiponspaceeteriaish<dd al 

Downtown Business Revitalization Zone, Grand Prairie, AB - (C) ......-.:+« 611 
Grand Prairie, AB - (c) ... . 10,000 
AINE) Fr PMIEIE ARLE) ccs ceesins os ssstardastscusiscaant sbccauranbensdsauneVinstynncndainvsebad 7,009 

Drumheller Dist. Chamber .. 10,000 


Edmonton Downtown Development Corp, Edmonton, AB - (C) .....+.+..+. 
BRUM EE fac ascends caphecsede civtetpnaskinaeaaatonpetasconasisatieenceace 9,758 

Fed. Nat. Des Assoc. Consommateurs Que, Montreal - (c) .. ze 
Montreal - 


Montreal - (c) .... w 18,000 
WRI SND) toe cats acerca aos Peb sansvaccvovnacstev pen aa eriesinesouverocdeourdiucttes 10,000 
PUMA A enc 30s chara Ups sae ca ca haca ca vbsdtaaeigcaa adbardaakooeiganstvarscessurnaghont 13,000 
Montreal - (c).... .- 20,000 
BN = MISE Tc ssl Sc scab voocmsleme tan samp ape sain dos haa Shnck ated baivudves olesenOne 7,500 
Montreal - 14,775 
Montreal - 52,430 
Montreal - 17,260 
Montreal - 10,515 
Montreal - 14,760 
Montreal - 50,000 
Montreal - . 85,900 
Montreal - - 63,800 
Montreal - 52,300 
Montreal - (c).... ... 20,000 
WOMOIEMENL NO) 525 cco ds sapcanepetpinnecks acdencennatoedustatoiseinavaasstebasenntvcnssateoeie 54,000 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities, Ottawa, ON - (C) ......sesesseee 394,100 


Ottawa, ON - 
BW 16 sce unas csbsnesmatonchans vised seks sdpe sUiiuink on eiebeaa sence IOER 15,440 
Festival International de Jazz de Montreal, Montreal - other . aes 


Montreal - other assistance .... 65,000 
Montreal - other assistance .... ... 65,000 
hl chet fog: || 6: a a ae renee Seine rs 130,000 
Monittaal = other Bactetanee cia6 /afsseiuiess.. cacesndd nt Rehechastts Ccbccavatdodren 85,000 
Festival Juste Pour Rire, Montreal, QU - other assistance ..........css00 70,000 


Montreal, QU - other assistance ..........sssssssssssessessnecneessecsseenesseesnees 70,000 
Montreal, QU - other assistance ..... ... 70,000 
Montreal, QU - other assistance ..... - 140,000 
Montreal, QU - other assistance .........sssscssesssessssssesssecssssesnsecesesessersne 90,000 
Festival of Canadian Fashion Inc., Toronto, ON - (c) ... ... 15,850 
UNAM NIMRON rea accapac dsc coesathsaseasicsscthnsestsanvennpovasspscovceassvsoinsntateed® 25,000 
Festivals B.C., Prince Rupert, B.C. - (C) ....s.ssssssssssseessssees wees 5,895 
Folk Arts Council of Winnipeg Inc., Winnipeg, MB - (c) ... .. 2,000 
UMMA NES 210) gocncect sesduvesh cass cabssasdcasin 3¥dvagobscaiosd . 191,500 
MUERTE MS (0) ciiectaccssosbeinsoseispesssstaaseeest ahaysssbsecscomslepposasiedpnareee 8,064 
Fort Alexander Fishermen's Assoc, Fort Alexander, MB - (C) .......+0. 7,214 
NOW M FING, BRIS = [Gh Sots ecisezsad iacacs aaibasasseastoesaseasbasivnicleldnorsevicts nasiavertatae 4,300 
Fredericton Chamber of Commerce, New Brunswick - (C) .........se:ss0 14,090 
Geomatics Industry Assoc. of Canada, Ottawa, ON - (C) ....sssessesssesnes be os 
HRCA ELS CONN = (05) (on actescorausvcasisetaanadcaitealacmeranttrecan catioda oma eros 15,000 
Greater Summerside Chamber of Commerce, Summerside, PEI - (c) 20,239 
Greenville Television Association, Greenville - (C) ......sssssssssssesseeesseees 32, 
Haines Junction Chamber of Commerce, Haines Junction, YN - (c) ..... 5,040 
(REET 8 H8 Ss (0) aac a a OO re 2,100 
PUPPET, oF PO 1G) cs aytcszsecesyopisvaeznsscanigusrcessaonvedi ceccogvassryuatchsbabee 1,610 
RMN POPRS SMIAISMNTY VIPS ACG (nso 80. Sowiascocccdacacesssilacdaconaayssiicocatachepbapcocsuneycinattl 2,380 
Hydrogen Industry Council of Canada, Montreal, QU - (C) .....sssesseeene 350,565 
PME LO) ict et cages casas t changes nseeadipesvontand qesisadieoytnadeenabionns 250,000 
Information Technology Assoc. of Canada, Vancouver, B.C - (C) ........ 50,000 
PRR PME cose sns io ches crasecacroavbnsassacany tnviatososassstntesh «+ 30,000 
Moncton, NB - (c) ..... «50,000 
Toronto, ON - (6) verses vue» 50,000 
Mississauga, ON - (c) ... . 3,646,000 
Fredericton, ON - (c) .... .» 10,000 
Mississauga, ON - (c) ... . 3,900 
Mississauga, ON - (c) ... 40,000 
Mississauga, ON - (C) ......ssessseeeseees . 50,000 
Jazz Winnipeg Inc., Winnipeg, MB = (C) .......sesssssesssessssesnessssees . 27,500 


La Jeune Chambre de Commerce de Montreal, Montreal, (c) . 
WRMUTORN LGN ts cclaicssnsenstscicaaetth, ecetincresagie Grrcontetessbeenael aan bs 
Landscape Alberta Nursery Trades Assoc., Edmonton, AB ..........::0 2,212 


Manitoba Aerospace Human Res. Committee, Winnipeg, MB - (g) ... $26,000 Shawinigan, QU - 


Manitoba Registered Trappers Assoc., Grand Rapids, MB - (c) 


Manitoba Restaurant & Foodservice Assoc., Manitoba - (c) 
National Tour Association Inc., Halifax, N.S. - (c) 
Newfoundland Pharmaceutical Assoc., St. John’s, NFLD - (c) .. 

St. John's, NFLD - 


(c) 
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NFLD Restaurant & Food Service Assoc, St. John’s, NFLD - (c) 


Northern Alberta Railway Model Assoc., Peace River, AB - (c). .......... 99,516 


Ontario Furniture Manufacturers Assoc., Mississauga, ON - (c) 


eee 22,500 Shawinigan, QU - 


GD) scsi rss cds Shicgsassaean ctvanteab belts anes ee te $20,000 

Anno 6,000 Shawinigan, QU - (g) se 27,000 
soa: Shawinigan, QU - (g) ++ 20,000 
STARVING: GI (GY sie sscasnsocnareadsesccysatdescooopacescapancoasilititedaasatll 7,500 

Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... +. 90,000 

Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... s+» 29,000 

7 "900 Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... «67,500 

Ser ae Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... ++ 50,000 
Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... e+ 20,300 


P.E.|. Farm Vacation Assoc., Orwell, PEI - (C) .....:.-.sssssssssesssssseessssnses 2,570 Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... "60,000 
Portage La Prairie Chamber of Commerce, Portage La Prairie, MB - Shawinigan, QU - (c)..... «25,000 
OE a ei 9 rae On Ee [eye oe 15,000 Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... va. 80,000 
Prince Albert Chamber of Commerce, Prince Albert, SK - (C) .........0 7,500 Shawinigan, QU - (c) . .. 9,100 
PUNTER AE) scciccsdussvscnsceccusshverasasvsersssccasebsvesvesosestss 5,000 Shawinigan, QU - (c) . 75,000 
Prince Albert, SK - (C) .........-sscccseccsssccssscssesccssseesenees w+ 2,500 Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... +. 60,000 
Public Interest Advocacy Centre, Ottawa, ON - (g) . ..25,000 porn = - G ae wenn 

PMU PY sani sacosicassaninssscdticsaghcntighcbasnfawiensipaerbiatieliedrecihtsbake awinigan, QU - (c) ..... w+ 20, 
Ottawa, ON - 2 1 OE SS en Siero OL a Pine Shawinigan, QU - (c) ..... +2 83,500 
NMR TY sits safesocvantosssssevinepsssofngcsapecactssovsidinyotsttameviaorie’y Shawinigan, QU - (C) .ssssssesssssessseetssseessnseessnseeeeny w+ 83,500 
HR ENN coe cc ccs caasdectnsdrsocactainnsnpcnssaiisseccasininithonespataagate Sexsmith Chamber of Commerce, Sexsmith, AB - (C) ....ctscssssssssesssesssees 505 
NPP ES ccs bscoI bs daca s don cadhitdbuas Gav gsndasaeeandio Stapieeatad RSMO TMNE TES AC) os ca isnsecepints cacetec noes cansgpibesnteeanteeth ss, 28,580 
Ottawa, ON - (g) Society of American Travel Writers, NB - (c) ...... «+. 15,000 
Ottawa, ON - (g) is St. John’s Board of Trade, St. John’s, NFLD - (C) .....ssesssessssesssesssessessss 30,000 
Oitterwe, ON = (Q) ...ssssssesssscscssnsosssonsnensessssvestonssssocennsesorasstonnsentnes Successful Technology MGMT. Assoc. Inc., Saskatoon, SK - (Cc) ......... 22,922 
Ottawa, ON = (Q) osssssccsssssssassosssesssssessssssnnectenennnsseenssnsssssonssnnsssetenea } The Canadian Manufacturers Assoc., Ottawa, ON - (C) ...ssssesessesseeseee 15,000 
Ottawa, ON - (9) ......ssscesssssssssssssssonesessnsassesessnnssesssssssssssonssnssssenenes The Edmonton Junior Chamber of Commerce, Edmonton, ON - (c) .... 2,073 
Ottawa, ON = (Q) osssssesseneenesnenarneenennenennnnninnnennenananannnnns The Shoe Manufactures’ Assoc. of Canada, Montreal, QU - (¢) ......250,000 
i =. = sevennvannenoneannenensneennnnnnnnnnneennnenminnnnat The Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, Winnipeg, MB - (6) .s.sssssesen 12,000 
aap a vevtneventnesrninenenineennenenannnnentnnanennnennan Winnipeg, MB - (c) ... ia 10,000 
Ottawa, ON - (0) a me Winnipeg, MB - (C) ...sesssssssssecseeessees 10,000 
Mauss peso ee Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce, Thunder Bay, ON - (C) .......+.-.+.22,500 
Ottawa, ON - aol aa for ak ne Toronto Dress & Sportswear MFRS Guild, Toronto - (c) .......... .. 90,900 
Ottawa, ON - (c) : ee RRC = COh 2 aati cinccatattcoecceation eee haesbestnboccacasSacam ++ 90,000 
Ottawa, ON - (c} Bez Oe ae ar ee Mie) Vancouver Intl Triathlon Society, Vancouver, B.C : (C) Saefhativentiau 25,000 
RMT a. icasssncctroes la eicacaakce cavteeseanteencontboen nit Wasagaming Chamber of Commerce, Wasagaming, MB - (C) .......... 2,250 
EE Ee a oa awe Wasagaming, MB -(C)....ssssssssessscssscsssssssssssessscesssssssessesecesesesecessnsnesnesses 7,500 
I oc asasncahrthssiarshe thew stastasinsoosasbomsop opened : Watson Lake Chamber of Commerce, Watson, YN - (C) ..s.ssscssssssssssees 13,700 
Ey acta cad Si rcccaeencosccrtecat Pr roacansbnatestoyiicevasonives , West London Chamber of Commerce, London, ON - (C) ....s:ssessssssesseene 2,000 
MRM 100) iC caabd gece divenSadacas dete Reto Sboelcsncsssstssecbuetsginrnanes , Whitecourt Chamber of Commerce, Whitecourt, AB - (C) ......sssssssssesees 7,469 
MEW, ON = (6) sasessncsernsscnnsonsnensnenssonsnseasscbvasesseseseesevssnnseeceusseseenssant ; Wl ecOL rt, AB = (0)! sis:sctasoisssssnacsoahtonnsostasspindunsuntteceta pls va 19,998 
Ottawa, ON = (C) ooressessesnsessesneenetnnteneenntnenstnntnerntintnenentses } Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce, Whitehorse, YN - (C) ......sssessssss0 9,600 
Fa = (C) svvnreetntnerntnerntnerntnenntnnnnntntnnnrneseneneentes Whitehorse, YN - (C) sstassntntntantesntntstnssetntnaseestse sau 30,100 
pe doo a 5 Whitehorse, YN - (C)... wa 47,089 
pa ON - (c) , zs Whitehorse, YN = (C) ..csssssssssssnsesnsersnsesnsnennssennnnenanenntenannnanenntsny 6,650 
Ota f lS Up dliads aa ie areeanprerere aps 5 Whitehorse, YN - (c) ...... ++ 30,840 
ee ce 6 sevseneevetneveeneneneneanenennenenenenennnenenenenene Whitehorse, YN - (c) .... vane 44,100 
Pears mae deetcredemsns inves reencethagrezsaeten ihredepenconesseanicansanincaserocnstaarty p Whitehorse, YN - (c) ...... 45,500 
Ottawa, ON = (C) ...sscsssssssssssesssssseesvsssssssnnsnesnseesnsnesnnsenessesnssenase ; Whitehorse, YN - ‘j ig Manette wcipeantinsiinc Miers Re 4,620 
Ottawa, ON - (C) ..essesssessvssseesensonessennnterennseennsretnsnesanncesastennnesnes Witten ise VIN MC) 5052. cscsdeslotoovetteseriest TOMERScsespersstho meta 1,540 
Ottawa, ON = (C) .sssesseesssesssnsessnsneernnseranssesnnesneenanesnaernanoanenentsse Whitehorse, YN - (c)....... w+ 53,900 
Ottawa, ON = (C) .eseoserssssesssnesnnneesnnsesnaseennnennsennnennessnsnnnstiantase Whitehorse, YN - (c)... 76,580 
PME Sa Tecess hc ysox obcaehoeyanssossagn sus soanvastvaciveidtsneresnuscipnasiacsbs Whitehorse, YN - (c) .. 43,540 
Ottawa, ON - (¢) ...... a Whitehorse, YN - (c) ..... w 17,500 
pe = ‘ % seeen .- 60, eee en Se Ae LR ee I SAAC <om8 

MM Ise scetes canner Faase nna lit eeaVinshoiSscB¥in snsctadeenseiaasanectancocv WHMCS G VIN (Oy al cnn claiccsccsaiccstestasevennrhibinesosctvekendtosssviowmicoan aan LF 
— Eas : o sessesnnanensnnnnnnnnnnsnensunnnnnsonananeunenesunnenunnnennnnesenseen Whitehorse, YN - o RE Ee ay ee 250 

ib SII = (C) varsssssenrnersncnssnssensnsnsncncssenssensasanesenssnsescnesecasecessseresanass WHRRRGIONSS, YIN= 10) ssevtatscieseosssncavinecacaaqesecas senseatsnsdtleVonscapsigePill foveliatad 5 
= Po 7 5 sesssononnunnsnnsnconnannoennnnnsuunnnsesnnsessgonnasennnsanesgnnnengent i Whitehorse, YN - 0 ee oz : wpe! 

WA, IN = (C) veressessssssonsccnnserneconeconsncnsscnsecensccssscrsnnnecsnsassnnsssnnsacsanies WRI ICT Bs VIN (icin acts annie nonmeaccscehscopemneggt Rb .. 10, 
Ottawa, ON = (C) cssrssrsssssnssssessoonecossesnssennsnsssnsonsnceconenneoeusnnnsstsseeeesetense Women Business Owners of Man. Inc., Winnipeg, MB - (C) ..........sss+. 15,000 
pera ri : a senernenenarneneentneentnneneaneneneneneentnnenecennan 0 _Yellowife Chamber of Commerce, Yellowiife, NWT = (C) wn:nn 4888 

Ser a naa i cinaes swe nance nazeyvoecerenmane ceenaidscayswrennasinandbegngasb acess Yellowknife, NWT = (C) ......sssssessessssssessesessesseeess ++ Bye! 

Ottawa, ON = (C) sevsersesresrseesenerneneesenirnenenerntetntntntntneenst Yukon Chamber of Commerce, Whitehorse YN - (C) .....sssssssssssssssssss999 2,750 
mon : > fe .- 35,600 Whitehorse YN = (C) sstasvsetstaranseetetntnenesetnee i 10,160 
poe fre Assoc. White YN “0 “3 sed 

imsat Ib) isaedsncsurchrsvesscossnscasscccncsencosscrserecssscas Whitehorse YN - (c) ....... ¥ 
Saskatoon Chamber of Commerce, Saskatoon, SK - (C) .......... Whitehorse YN - en SM Prin epee 1,540 
Service d’Aide au cons. de oothiou Shawinigan, QU - (g) . Whitehorse YN - (C) ......ssssssssscssssscsesesssnsansnssnuassscssnsusesasunencessessusnnasnsesnen 7,700 
Shawinigan, QU - (g) .. Whitehorse YN - (c) ....... vse 92,750 
Shawinigan, QU - (Q)....... Whitohorse: YN ~ (0) 22. .sct..sdaccsBeesstiensnssosestnt Snanpteeetoeneasoeseiasebieeseset hy ER 


47 


Tape Highlights of the 6th World ! 
Taxpayers Conference 


2 
Cosponsored by Taxpayers Association International and the 
Canadian —— Federation 
June 11-13, 1998 istler, British Colombia, Canada 
Main Session: June 12 
___ Open & Welcome: Troy Lanigan (CTF), Bjorn Tarras-Wahlberg (TAI), 


Ted Nebbling (MLA); “Canada 101”: Stephen Harper 


th e 6th World Economic Freedom Index: Dr. Michael Walker (Fraser Institute) 
___ Taxation in the Information Age: James Dale Davidson; Tax and Expend- 
iture Limits that Work: Dr. Steve Frates, David Stanley 
How Taxes have Shaped the Course of Civilization: Charles Adams 


Taxpayers Association International Business: TAI President and member 
organizations--campaigns and resolutions 
6____ TAI Dinner, Tax Reform and the Flat Tax: Alvin Rabushka 


ryt | r 
- 44g 4% r Main Sessions: June 13 
| a 4 payel S Cx ) ntet (a ata - Welcoming Address: John Reynolds, MP; Canada’s Fiscal Outlook: The 


Hon. Herb Dhaliwal, Minister of National Revenue 
Democratic Renewal: Barbara Vincent, Hon. Tony Clement, Nick Loenen 
Individual Savings Accounts: Cynthia Ramsey, Mr. Luis Larrain 


A Victory for Taxpayers--Proposition 13 Celebrates Twenty Years: Joel Fox 
The Politics of Reform: Hon. Preston Manning, Opposition Leader, Leader " 
Cace etfte tape S of the Reform Party of Canada 
Workshops 
WL_ Education Reform: Dr. Joe Freedman, Bjorn Tarras-Wahlberg, John 


Berthoud 
How Do | Make a Difference (Foundations of Individual and Group 
Activism): Troy Lanigan, Frank Laarman, David Stanley 
Fund-raising--Different Countries, Different Approaches: David Stanley, 


Dr.Karl Heinz Dake, Chip Ford 
Set Social Security Reform: Luis Larrain, Walter Robinson, Michael Riley 
3. How do| make a difference(The Nitty Gritty of Successful Taxpayer 
‘ Activism) Barbara Anderson, John Berthoud, Bjorn Tarras-Wahlberg 


Coverage is on 60 or 90 minute cassettes. 
All sessions are recorded in the language of the speaker 


Conference Tape, 8 Woodburn Dr., Ottawa, ON.,K1B- 3A7 
Phone: 613-824-2583 


Tapes $10 each 
Set (17 cassettes) $160 FX: 613-824-2584 


Please check off sessions wanted. When ordering by mail add $1.30 per tape 
for handling plus 7% GST. Ontario residents also add 8% PST. Send this form 
along with payment (cheque payable to Conference Tape). 


INavaNE is 


Address ——— 


Name on Card: ___ 


Handing 


griag s conrerEnce 
1 & 


PSTON) 


